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BOOKS to helo 
Young PEOPLE 


Understanding Myself 
by Roy E. Dickerson 


ERE is a lively, helpful book to help 
a) young people grow up with healthy, 


sound attitudes and an approach, to 

life that will lead them to greater 
happiness. During these days when the 
world faces its greatest crisis, overwhelming 
responsibilities fall upon the shoulders of 
youth. Here is counsel that will give them 
courage, good judgment, a constructive, posi- 
tive outlook as they prepare for the tasks 


ahead. 3 
Price, $2.00 


Finding Your Way In Life 
Sidney A. Weston, Editor 


XPERIENCE is an invaluable teacher 

—especially if it is someone else’s stic- 

cessful experience. In this book thir- 

teen prominent Americans describe 
tested experience in a number of special 
fields of self-development. Here is practical 
assistance on many vital personal problems 
from how to choose books to how to make 
and keep real friends and how to arrive at 
a constructive social philosophy. 

Price, $1.50 


Love Loyal 


by Ralph E. Blount 
Al BOOK to help young men and young 


women find a path through the sex 

maze of adolescence to a profound- 

ly satisfying married life, by a suc- 
cessful worker in this field among high 
school students. This book takes account of 
the Christian factor and gives to youth a 
wholesome grasp of the facts of sex. 


Price, $1.00 


Young Leaders In Action 


by Isaac Kelley Beckes 
"Teese unusual book deals with the suc- 


cesses and failures of James Edward 
Smith, an average boy in a typical 
church, who was elected president of 
the local young people’s group. The day-in- 
and-day-out problems of working in youth 
organizations are presented by one who 
knows them well, with the intimate, practical 
details of ironing them out and ultimately 


solving them. 
Price, $1.75 
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Let Freedom Ring! 


RECOGNITION SERVICE 


This service is prepared for use on the Sunday, July 4, 1943, when the 
convention of The Luther League of America was to have been held. Its use 
by local Leagues will serve to give the sense of unity now so much needed 
and further serve to honor these Luther Leaguers now in the armed or 
auxiliary forces of their respective countries. 


ORDER OF SERVICE 


PRELUDE: ‘The Recessional’’ - - DeKoven 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: ‘‘God of Our Fathers’ 


(363 PSH—493 CSB) 


PRESENTATION OF FLAGS: The flag bearers should proceed 
up the aisle from the rear of the church to the chancel 
preceding the choir during the singing of the hymn. At 
the chancel the bearers should stand facing the altar. 
The hymn ended, the flags should be placed in the stands. 


THE VERSICLE: 
O Lord, open Thou my lips; 
And my mouth shall show forth Thy praise. 
Make haste, O God, to deliver me. 
Make haste to help me, O Lord. 


Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Ghost: 


As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end, Amen. Hallelujah.. 


THE PSALM: (Read responsively) Psalm 20 or 24 


GLORIA PATRI 


THE LESSONS: Deuteronomy 4:5-10; Matthew 22:15-22 
O Lord, have mercy upon us. 


Thanks be to God. 


HYMN: ‘‘God the All Merciful’ (267 PSH—497 CSB) 


COLLECT: “‘O Lord God of -our Fathers, whose merciful 
ear is open unto our prayer, and from whom alone must 
come our help: Regard in compassion Thy people, upon 
whom has fallen the scourge of war, that they may take 
to heart Thy righteous judgments, be prepared for all 
trials, sustained and comforted in all distresses, and be 
graciously delivered, in Thine own time and way, from 
all threatening calamities; through Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son, our Lord. Amen.’’ (From “Prayers in Time of 
War for Church and Home’’) 


THE LEAGUER IN NATION’S SERVICE SPEAKS: (No other 
than a member of the Armed Forces ought to wear the 
uniforms of the various branches of the services. If no 
member of the Armed Forces can be present and you 
‘cannot borrow an R. O. T. C. uniform, then have the 
person who speaks this part, unseen by the audience. ) 


Two 


Here am I, the youth of the Luther League in the 
Armed Forces of our country—in camps here at home 
—on distant battlefields, and on the ships at sea. I 
fight your battle and the battle of our country. I need 
the strong hand of your fellowship to give me courage 
and support. I must feel the warmth of your Christian 
love when the way is cold. It glows like a watchfire 
when the night is long. Hold high the radiance of our 
union with one another in Christ our Saviour. Let it 
shine forth from altar of the church and hearth in the 
home to give new strength and brightness to the light 
which I hold against the storms of war. With the light 
of our fellowship in Christ I shall keep my faith in the 
future of the League and the Church and the tomorrow 
of the world. 


THE LEAGUER IN SERVICE ON THE HOME FRONT SPEAKS: 


(A person who reads well should be selected for this 
part.) We will not fail you, defender of our country. 
You are one with us in faith and hope. I stand for 
those who will keep the faith here at home. We shall 
not turn aside from the heavier burdens which are now 
ours nor lose courage when we seem to be standing alone. 
In close communion with Our Saviour, with you and 
the members of the church and Luther League every- 
where we will find strength and courage to tend bravely 
the light of our fellowship at home. Like a beacon of 
light may your faith shine forth with ours for a greater 
tomorrow in our church and the Luther League. 


A LETTER FROM ONE OF OUR Boys: (A suitable letter 
from one of the boys of the League may be substituted 
or added.) When I come home. The only place I have 
to write tonight is in my bunk. I have been in the 
Army only three months and have met a great many 
young men, as well as older men. Our chapels conduct 
services for all of them. Our services are simple but to 
the point. The chaplain keeps telling us that Christ is 
with us everywhere. Most of the boys believe this but 
some of them, I am afraid, do not seem to believe that. 


When I get back home I hope the church will not 
be changed in any way in regard to its fundamental 
principles. But I do hope it will be at its very best in 
teaching and preaching the Word of the Lord. 


In the service we have a job to do that is different 
from the task of the Church. When we return, there- 
fore, I hope the Church will be prepared to welcome us 
and correct our attitudes which we have built up as 
soldiers. 


It helps me to know that the folks back home are 
working hard, that they are praying much and other- 
wise doing all within their power to help us. In all 
this the Church is more essential now than usual, and 
it will be more important than ever to us when we 
return home. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


POEM: ‘‘A Prayer for Those Out There’’ 


Dear God of life and truth and peace, 
Your love lives everywhere, 

To you we give our longing thoughts 

In very earnest prayer. 

O God, You know that they have gone 
Far, far away from here 

To serve the country that they love 

And save what they hold deat. 

Oh, watch and guide them; bless their days 
With Your own living Light. 

Protect their bodies and their hearts 
When darkness comes at night. 

God take our love close, close to them, 
Oh, spare them fear and pain, 

And when their good, brave work is done 
Bring them to us again. 

Give them the peace of Christian love, 
And speed our earnest prayer 

With all its loving wishes to 

The ones we love out there. Amen. 


HYMN: “‘Holy Father in Thy Mercy’? (500 CSB) 


(Solo, choir or congregation) 


TALK: In Service to God.and Country. 


(Invite the pastor or other suitable speaker to make 
the address. ) 


I. The Authority and Power of My Country are 
from God. God is a God of peace and order. 
War and bloodshed and crime, whether it be 
within our country or abroad, are not ac- 
cording to God’s will for us. He wants His 
Kingdom to come amongst us. The coming 
of God’s Kingdom is not favored by such 
circumstances. Read Romans 13. If we obey 
the laws of our country or city, we are in 
reality obeying God. Laws are God’s au- 
thority. 


Il. The Privileges and Blessings of my Country are 
from God. 


1. Our country gives us the right to wor- 
ship according to the dictates of our 
conscience. A most precious herit- 
age. Example of resistance of in- 
vaded countries as Norway, etc. 


2. Our country gives us protection. No 
matter where on the face of the 
earth an American citizen is, our 
country will protect him. Here at 
home we have laws and enforce- 
ment officers to protect us. 


3. Our country gives us the right to ex- 
press ourselves. Freedom of the 
press, freedom of speech, freedom of 
the courts. All have the right to be 
heard if he desires to express his 
opinion. 
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Ill. My Responsibilities and Duties to my Country 
are to be met as before God. 


1. It is our duty as American citizens to 
live the Christian life. 


2. It is our duty to obey the laws of our 
country. 


3. It is our duty to take our place in 
the community. Right to vote. Pay 
tax. When it becomes necessary to 
defend our country and all the bless- 
sings God gives us therein, it is our 
duty to take our place. 


4. It is our duty to pray for our coun- 
try. Power of prayer in behalf of 
our country. 


Conclusion—A tribute to the men and women serving 
in the Armed Forces of our countries, and to those 
who are serving faithfully on the home front. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
OFFERING 


THE PRAYER: “‘Almighty God, King of kings and Gover- 
not of all things, whose power no creature can resist, to 
whom it belongeth justly to punish sinners and to show 
mercy to the penitent, we lift our prayer to Thee in days 
of strife and warfare among the nations, and beseech 
Thee to judge us mercifully for our share in the present 
sorrow of the world. Give us courage for our times, 
and suffer not our trust in Thee to fail. Save and de- 
liver us, O Lord, from our enemies, and abate their 
pride, assuage their malice, and alter their devices, so 
that, being armed’ with Thy defense, we may be pre- 
served in Thy sight, to the well-being of all mankind. 


“Look, we beseech Thee, in pity upon our world 
today, and heal its desolations. Send the angel of Thy 
comfort to the sufferers in many lands, whose lives are 
so bereft and bitter with the toil of war. Bear up the 
prisoners and the wounded, and have mercy on the dy- 
ing. And grant to Thy people everywhere the gift of 
merciful love that they may minister in Thy Name to 
all the needy of the earth. 


“Be with our President (our King) and with all 
who hold office throughout our land, Grant unto them 
right understanding, pure purpose and sound speech, 
that in these troubled times wisdom may dwell among 
us, to guide us in our way. 


“O God, Who alone does wonders, and hast power 
everywhere, we implore Thee to strengthen and protect 
the Armed Forces of our Country, on sea and land and 
in the air. Preserve them from the dangers of their call- 
ing and from the violence of their enemies. And as they 
give themselves to defend the Nation may they be them- 
selves defended from every peril. Be Thou, O Lord, 
our most strong tower in our present need, and grant us 
victory, if it be Thy will. And hasten the day when 
wars shall cease in all the world; through Jesus Christ, 
Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee 
and the Holy Ghost, One God, world without end. 
Amen.” (From ‘‘Prayers in Time of War for Church 
and Home.’’) 


THE BENEDICTION 


RECESSIONAL HYMN: “‘My Country, ’Tis of Thee’ 
(361 PSH—490 CSB) 


Three 


Luther League of New York State 


May 9, 1943 
Dear Leaguers: 
By this time all of us have received the news that the 
24th Biennial Convention of the Luther League of America 
has been postponed. 


Of course, we are all disappointed, and none more so than 
the Luther Leaguers of New York State, for each of us had 
been planning for several years and working for several months 
now to make ready for the royal reception you were to re- 
ceive in Rochester on July 2nd. It is unfortunate that condi- 
tions came to a climax, in this, New York’s Golden Anni- 
versary year, which forced the postponement. 


Our theme was to have been “Victory Through Faith.” 
Let us keep the faith so that we shall have a true victory for 
our Luther League whenever and wherever we are privileged 
to greet each other again. 


Yours for Victory Through Faith, 


The Luther League of New York State 
CLARENCE L. NEUN, President 


SSS ee 


United In Christ Let Us Pledge Ourselves To The Ever- 
Growing Task of The Church 


Almighty God, who art always working through thy church on behalf of 
mankind, this day we commit ourselves with new understanding and vitality 
to work with Thee in this thrilling task. 


Seeking adventure, we shall find it with Thee as the church confronts and 


overthrows the forces of brutality and ugliness and war. 


Seeking fellowship, we shall find it with multitudes of youth in the church 
who are working for a better world. 


Seeking a reason for living and the sense of personal worth, we shall find it 
in the great task at which Thou art actively engaged. 


Seeking Thee, thou God without whom we cannot live, we shall find Thee 
in the church as everywhere it works for the enrichment of life. Hear us as 


we pray in our eagerness and strength, we beseech Thee, through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Four LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Fire Cracker Game 

Place a number of eggs in two rows. Secure a num- 
ber of persons to play this game, perhaps the men run- 
ning against the women. If this is done, then it might 
be done in partners. The eggs are spaced evenly apart, 
ahead of time, and the various couples are told they 
must go from one end of the row to the other end 
without stepping on the eggs, while blindfolded. All 
players except those participating at the time, should 
be out of the room. As soon as the couple is blind- 
folded, remove the eggs and place soda crackers on the 
floor. You can imagine the excitement which will be 
evident when they hear the cracking of the crackers, 
which they suppose to be eggs. 


Capital Fun 
Write the names of about twenty of the states of 
the United States on slips of paper. Each person is to 
draw a slip and within fifteen seconds name the capital 
of the state drawn. This, too, can be done with the 
men against the women, having an equal number of 
slips in each of the bowls, or having all in the same 
bowl, but having the women draw first and then the 
men. If the capital cannot be named within the time 

limit given, a forfeit must be paid. 


Jumbled Presidents 

RVOGER LEDCVNAEL—Grover Cleveland 
RHCAZYA LAYTRO—Zachary Taylor 
MILWIAL RNEHY AHNRIRSO 

—William Henry Harrison 
SJAME IFGDELAR—James Garfield 
NOJH YCQINU SMDAA—John Quincy Adams 
KNFARNLI EIRCPE—Franklin Pierce 
BERTREH OVERHO—Herbert Hoover 
LIMWAIL LIMCKENY—William McKinley 
DALRIML ROMELILF—Millard Fillmore 
KNANRFIL LODEAN SORETOLVE 

—Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
This paper and pencil game will prove interesting. 
A time limit should be put on it so that the evening’s 
activities will not be drawn out too long. 


oo, SS 


SOON AMS 
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Telegrams 

This is an old game but always fun. Have slips of 
paper ready with the words INDEPENDENCE DAY 
written at the top. Each person is to prepare a telegram, 
using each of the letters in these two words as the be- 
ginning of each word in the telegram. As an example: 
I Never Did Expect Poor Emma Nor Did Esther Need 
Charlie’s Extra Drivers And Yours. 


Who, What and Where? 

Any number of persons can play this game. They 
should be seated in a circle and three leaders chosen. 
The first person goes around the group and gives to each 
person a “who”; the second gives a “what” and the 
third a “where”. When all three have been given to 
each person the first person begins by saying what has 
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ourth of July Fun 


Z 
a \" 


been told them by each of the leaders, for instance: 
“Calvin Coolidge was milking a cow, under the bed.” 
It will be much more fun to use local names and in- 
stances. 


The Bomb’s Bursting in Air 

Two teams are chosen and sit facing each other on 
the floor. Distribute balloons which have not been blown 
up. At the starting command, the first player in each 
team begins to blow the balloon, and blows until it 
bursts. As soon as the first one is broken, the second 
person begins and so forth down the line. After the 
groups have been blowing balloons for a few minutes, 
it will sound very much like bombs bursting. 


Rookie Drill 
Line the group up for “drill”. If the group is quite 
large, several “squads” might be organized. A sergeant 
should be assigned to each group. The rookies are in- 
structed to perform various tasks and whatever they are 
supposed to do, they should do just the opposite. For 
instance, if told to salute with their right hands, they 
should salute with their left; when told to right face, 
they should left face; when told to step forward, they 
step backward. All the time, the sergeants should do 
the tasks right. This naturally will provoke quite a 
good bit of laughter, and it will become difficult to do 
the tasks “wrong”. Each person laughing, or doing the 
wrong “task” must drop out of the line, and the last 
person standing is the winner. If several lines are formed, 
the winners from each can be placed in line, competing 
with each other. . 
Who Is It? 
1. Who said, “Give me liberty or give me death?” 
(Patrick Henry) 
2. Who was called ‘Old Hickory”? (Andrew Jackson) 
3. Of whom was it said, ‘There he stands like a stone 
wall’? (Stonewall Jackson) 
4. Who was designated as the greatest American Ser- 
geant of World War I? (Alvin York) 
5. Who is referred to as “The Lone Eagle”? 
(Col. Charles A. Lindbergh) 
6. Who said, “Fourscore and seven years ago...’? 
(Abraham Lincoln) 
7. What was the battle cry during the Spanish- 
American War? (“Remember the Maine’) 
8. Who was commander of the “Rough Riders’? 
(Theodore Roosevelt) 
9. Who was the author of “Fourteen Points’? 
(Woodrow Wilson) 


Refreshments 
Serve punch and cake, or pretzels. 


- Decorations 
The room and tables should be decorated in keep- 
ing with the season. Red, white and blue paper streamers 
may be used, and small American flags should be placed 
at various places around the room. 
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Are Our 


Handy Halefellow who recently had been reading 
some new books on worship said: “I feel that our young 
people should realize the worship experience and we 
must help them to see that worship is not mere rote or 
ritual performance; not running off programs; not mefe- 
ly being in a sacred place, singing sacred songs or read- 
ing from a sacred book, that worship is not ‘mouthing’ 
pious phrases in holy tones.” He continued earnestly: 
“T believe worship is an attitude and an act of the soul, 
a conscious, personal fellowship with God, such a vital 
religious experience that the whole life is changed by it. 
Programs may be necessary, 

but the real purpose is % 
worth more than reels of 
programs mechanically pre- 
sented.” 


A Worship Project 


Following the speech 
made at the Luther League 
meeting by Handy Halefel- 
low a committee was ap- 
pointed to think through 
what Handy had said. A 
number of questions arose 
from their thinking through 
this problem. 


1. What do we hope to ac- 
complish through our wor- 
ship programs? 

2. Do we really want to 
worship or do we want to 
just keep on presenting pro- 
grams? 

3. How can we get our 
Leaguers to participate in 
the worship service so that they will be touched in their 
lives by the service? 

All agreed that this project was well worth the time 
it took, because after all it was a serious searching into 
the meaning of real worship and arranged the aims in 
order and were finally adopted and presented to the 
League at a meeting where the work of the Committee 
was enthusiastically approved. 


The Purpose of Worship Services 
First. To create in Luther League a God-conscious- 
ness and a yearning for joyous filial relationships with 
the Heavenly Father. Not only of many young people, 
but of multitudes of adults, it can be said that day after 
day passes without a moment of reflection on the fact 
of a God in this universe. 


The intimate fellowship with God comes through 
prayer and meditation, through confession and forgive- 
ness, through the message of Scripture and song. 


Six 


Worship PROGRAMS 


Worship is not mere rote or ritual 
performance, not running off programs, 
not merely being in a sacred place on 
a sacred day, reading from a sacred 
book or singing sacred songs. 


Programs may be necessary, but a 
real purpose is worth more than reels 
of programs mechanically presented. 


Worship is the lifting up of the | 
heart to God. Enjoying personal fel- t 
lowship with God. 


Private Worship can never be a 
substitute for Public Worship 


fo------------------------------- +} 


Worthwhile? 


One of the thoughtful Luther Leaguers said, dur- 
ing the discussion, “My whole day means more to me 
now that I am conscious of my relationships to God as 
a Father who loves and provides, and inspires my confi- 
dence.” The well-planned worship service will bring all 
thoughtful young people to the same consciousness and 
confidence. 

Second. To introduce young people to Jesus Christ 
whose Saviourship and friendship they need and appre- 
ciate. The sentence first stopped at the word “need”. 
One of the young people said, “I think we ought to add 
‘and appreciate’ and it was 
done. Friendship is a big, 
beautiful word in all life, but 
especially in youth. It was 
suggested that a special wor- 
ship service be planned with 
this thought in mind that 
those who have a desire to 
participate and make a defi- 
nite contribution to this de- 
sired end. 

Third. To lead young peo- 
ple naturally, wholehearted- 
ly to praise God. Handy 
Halefellow said, ‘““We do not 
have in our church, Luther 
League groups, any who de- 
liberately would be profane 
t in their attitude toward God, 
the Church and the Bible, 
or other sacred thing.” The 
members agreed, and yet felt 
that a lot of their number 
themselves included, needed 
to be reminded of reverence. 
awe, fear, humility, blended and dignified, are needed. 
We need to create the spirit of radiant reverence in the 
life of each member through the worship in the League. 

Fourth. To cultivate in young people a sense of 
gratitude. As one of the members added, “not just a 
day or once a week, but every minute” in which we are 
reminded of God’s goodness to us. Gratitude for Jesus 
Himself, for loved ones, for material necessities, for 
educational advantages and spiritual blessings. 


Fifth. To steady and stabilize the chaotic conditions 
and ambitions of youth. The entire group agreed that 
this aim was exceedingly important; one even ventured 
to believe it the most significant aim of all. 


---------+ 


Many young people who come into a worship serv- 
ice all chaotic in their thinking, go away with some 
things cleared up. This is an outcome of a worship pe- 
riod that can not be measured even as many other 
spiritual values. 
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THe VIGIL OF (OUTS 


Youth are active in winning the War 
Patriotism is not enough to win the Peace 


Personalities with Christian Principles will win the Peace 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
EDUCATION WITHOUT 
CONSERVES CHRISTIAN 
MORAL and INSTRUCTION 
SPIRITUAL IS DEFECT Ve 
VALUES and 
INCOMPLETE 


These colleges have offered theit facilities to help win the wat. 


These colleges give instruction necessary to win the peace. 
Select one of these colleges: 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE, Newberry, S. C. 
ROANOKE COLLEGE, Salem, Va. 
SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY, Selinsgrove, Pa, 
THIEL COLLEGE, Greenville, Pa. 

WAGNER COLLEGE, Staten Island, N. Y. 
WATERLOO COLLEGE, Waterloo, Ontario, Can. 
WITTENBERG COLLEGE, Springfield, Ohio 


CARTHAGE COLLEGE, Carthage, Illinois 
GETTYSBURG COLLEGE, Gettysburg, Pa. 
HARTWICK COLLEGE, Oneonta, N. Nic 
LENOIR RHYNE COLLEGE, Hickory, N. C. 
MARION COLLEGE (Junior), Marion, Va. 
MIDLAND COLLEGE, Fremont, Neb. 
MUHLENBERG COLLEGE, Allentown, Pa. 


This page is issued with the Courtesy of 
The Board of Education, The United Lutheran Chutch in America, Washington, D. C. 
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News! News! 


CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA SYNOD 
York District Luther League 


A great spiritual feast was in store for the 150 York District 
Luther Leaguers who assembled on Tuesday evening, May 18, in 
the Fellowship Hall of Christ Lutheran, York, for their 8th Annual 
Fellowship Supper. The theme for the evening was “‘Victorious Liv- 
ing Through Fellowship’ and was developed through music, read- 
ings and the main address. 

Miss Rebecca Stauffer played selections on the violin as the 
Leaguers assembled. A worshipful atmosphere prevailed from the 
singing of the Invocation Hymn, ‘Break Thou the Bread of Life,” 
to the closing Consecration Hymn, “Into My Heart.” The food 
had all been placed on the table to avoid the confusion of serv- 
ing. Instead of the usual meal, a cold luncheon was prepared, and 
the entire meal was eaten by candlelight. A large painting of 
The Last Supper was used as a centerpiece for the worship service 
which followed the meal. 

The Call to Worship was given by Helen Bupp, after which 
the hymns, ‘Love Thyself Last” and ‘Are Ye Able?” were used. 
A vocal solo, “Lord, I Live in Thee,” was rendered by Charlotte 
Wakley, accompanied by Ruth Grove and a reading, “If Jesus Came 
Back Today” was given by Louise Flinchbaugh. 

God seemed very real to the Leaguers as they heard the chal- 
lenging address by Rev. Elwood G. Johnson, of the Paradise Luth- 
eran Charge. The program was fittingly closed with the singing 
of the Consecration Hymn, “Into My Heart,” and the benediction 
by Rey. I. M. Lau, York District Chaplain. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


The twenty-third annual convention of the Luther League of 
North Carolina was re-scheduled at a recent meeting of the State 
Executive: Committee to avoid a conflict with the early opening of 
State schools. The convention will meet with St. John’s, Salisbury, 
August 11-13. The old date was’August 25-27. 

The convention theme is “I Believe’, to be discussed under 
three subjects, ‘Christ Cares,” “Christ Calls” and “Christ Con- 
quests.” Rev. Arthur Huffman, Knoxville, Tenn., is the convention 
speaker. 

MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 


Conference News 


The Reading Conference reports a great Convention was held 
May 1, 1943 at The Lutheran Home, Topton, Pa. Two hundred 
Leaguers were in attendance, with the highest representation being 
present from Grace League, Shillington. It was with joyful feel- 
ing that this League was able to announce that the Pool Project 
at The Lutheran Home at Topton was now paid in full. The Con- 
vention Theme was ‘Onward Christian Soldiers”. At the afternoon 
session Rev. Carlton Heckman, Pastor of the Kutztown, Moselem 
Parish, spoke on “Marching with Country”, while at the evening 
service, Rev. Paul C. Empie, Secretary of Benevolence of our 
Synod, spoke on “‘Marching with God.” 

Allentown Conference held its. annual Banquet May 10, and 
Convention May 16. Both affairs were well attended. 

The German Conference held its May Convention in St. Marcus 
Church, May 13. 

The Wilkes-Barre Conference League will hold its annual Con- 
yention June 12, in Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Palmerton. 


Convention News 


The Fourth Convention of the Luther League of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Ministerium of Pennsylvania will be held at the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, July 21, 22, 23. 
The Convention Theme is “Youth Arise’’—and sub-titled, ‘Follow 
Your Leader,’ ‘‘Live by Faith,’ and “Forward in Service.”’ <A 
well-rounded program has been planned, including discussions on 
“Why Am I a Lutheran?” “Why Tell Others?” “What Shall I 
Give?” “Teen-age Tangles’ and a forum on “Courtship and Mar- 
riage.” 

INDIANA 
46th Annual Convention, Lake Wawasee 


Plans are being made for July 11th and 13th. A fine program 
is being arranged with the plan that those who can attend will take 
ideas back to their local Leagues. A Fellowship Supper will be 
served instead of the usual banquet. Quiz Queries conducted by 
Quizmistresses will brush up the facts about the Luther League 
work, its history and other data. 

The theme will be “Onward! March and Conquer! Seek and 
serve!” Lakeside Prayers will be held at 6:30 Monday morning, 
“Onward, To Seek Our Prince of Peace.” The address at the 
supper program will be “Onward To Conquer Self.” 

Intermediate emphasis, Sustaining Membership Shower, Honor 
Roll Awards and presentations by the Life Service and Missionary 
Secretaries will be included in the program. 
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Indiana is going over the top again in the Missionary project. 

District Rallies are being held as usual in most districts of 
Indiana. Sometimes attendance is low, not always. ‘Onward, Still 
So Long—” is the motto by which these plans are made. 


Under the Oaks with the Georgia Leaguers 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA 


With the timely theme of ‘God Our Refuge and Strength,” 
the Georgia-Alabama Luther League opened its Sixteenth Annual 
Convention at historical Jerusalem Church, Ebenezer. Our con- 
vention Chaplain, Rev. T. A. Graves of Savannah, carried out the 
theme in his devotionals entitled ‘‘“My Preparation”, ‘‘“My Vision” 
and “My Life.” 


“Parish Education and the Luther League’ was presented at 
length by Rev. T. H. Weeks who spoke on the Children of the 


Church, the Luther League, Lutheran World Action and _ the 
Summer School for Church Workers. Miss Mary Stamy, the Edu- 
cational Secretary, presented a very interesting talk on “Help in 


Finding God’’. In this presentation she used a skit which she had 
prepared and which was given by three Leaguers. William Peery, 
who is a candidate to the Foreign Mission Board for missionary 
work, made an especially strong appeal to the youth of the Church 
to apply themselves to tasks in a Christ-like way. Rev. J. N. Slice 
of Savannah, presented the Life Service work in an address on “‘A 
Call to Service.” William B. Clarke, Jr., continued the Life Serv- 
icé discussion with a talk on “Strength Through Service.” A new 
crozs was dedicated on the Life Service Flag to Chaplain O. G. 
Dasher who is now serving with the United States Marines. The 
Redeemer Atlanta Intermediates in their devotional program, ‘“‘Grow- 
ing in the Strength of God’, showed that they had started their 
growth in this direction. The Jerusalem Ebenezer Intermediates 
rendered a candlelight service on ‘Christ, Our Leader Lights Our 
Way”. The Ascension Savannah Intermediates presented a_ skit 
entitled “We Get Together.” 


Donald F. Bautz of Baltimore, representing the Luther League 
of America, presented the work of the Luther League of America 
in an inspiring and interesting manner. . 

Even though our Nation is under the rationing system the 
Leaguers, for a few days, were able to forget as such bountiful 
meals were provided by Effingham County farmers and served picnic 
style under the gorgeous oaks surrounding Ebenezer Church. Twi- 
light found the Leaguers on the bank of the Savannah River en- 
joying an hour of fun arranged by the President, John L. Yost, 
Jr., after which Donald Bautz led the song fest. Around the camp- 
fre on Saturday night, the program was one of fellowship and 
inspiration, After an historical sketch entitled ‘Footprints in the 
Sand,” by Dr. C. A. Linn of Savannah, the evening was brought 
to a fitting close with the singing of the Doxology. 


Sunday School, taught by Donald F. Bautz, and The Sery- 
ice, in charge of Rev. C. E. Seastrunk, brought the convention to 
a close on Sunday morning. The new officers: Miss Jennie Linn, 
President; Miss Lena Exley, Vice-President; Miss Helen Derrick, 
Corresponding Secretary; Miss Helen Kessel, Recording Secretary ; 
Miss Mary Stamy, Treasurer; Miss Madge Seckinger, Intermediate 
Secretary; Osborne Stelling, Life Service Secretary; Miss Bessie 
Wilson, Educational Secretary; Miss Margaret Graf, Missionary 
Secretary; John L. Yost, Jr., Press Secretary; and Miss Mildred 
Gartelmann, Luther League Adviser, were installed by candlelight 
service. 

CANADA 
Executive Committee Meeting 


The Executive Committee of the Luther League of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Synod of Canada (to give it the full and proper 
name) met in .Waterloo, May 15, with an almost perfect attend- 
ance. Here are a few notes on the meeting. 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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ARE YOU A 


Spel ER=BY "'? 


All of us know the story of the beautiful butterfly 
which comes forth from the ugly cocoon. Many a school 
child has watched this transformation with eagerness 
and wonder. They have been the poet’s theme, and their 
portraiture the artist’s dream. 

With the ascendency of the speed king, many of 
these insects have found their end crushed upon the 
windshields of thousands of cars. 

Have you ever heard this beautiful insect referred 
to as a “winged flower’? Think a moment and you 
will agree that it is a very appropriate name. The name 
butterfly is unquestionably made up of two names—per- 
haps the butter comes from the color of some of the 
best-known species. Small children sometimes give it a 
name which is perhaps a bit more appropriate, viz: 
“flutter-by”. 

Like children most people call certain parts of these 
Sustaining Membership articles the “flutter-by”. They 
not only “flutter by” the reading of the appeal words, 
but they “flutter by” their gifts to the Sustaining Mem- 
bership Fund. 

They flitter here and flutter there, 
To give a Gift they never care. 

In structure, moth are very much like butterflies, 
but they also have many differences. The butterflies 
are predominately bright-colored and slender, while the 
moths are dusky and thick-bodied; the butterflies love 
sunshine, and are rarely seen on a cloudy day, but 
moths fly around in the twilight. The butterfly, when 
it alights, holds its wings erect, while the moth spreads 
its wings out flat. 

Two kinds of Alumni we know, 
Butterflies who love The Light 
And moths who know only night, 
Alumni gifts help others grow. 

Psyche is a word used by the Greeks to mean both 
butterfly and soul. To them the butterfly was a symbol 
of the soul. Death was often shown in their pictures in 
the image of a butterfly leaving the dead man’s lips— 
the soul leaving the body. Apparently emerging from 
death in the cocoon, the butterfly suggests the im- 
mortality of the soul to some. 

No butterfly for those we love 
Imprinted on our hearts and minds, 
But in the Golden Book of ‘Memories, 
A Memorial Gift will be their ‘shrine. 

The butterfly lives in four distinct forms before it 
has completed its life history—the egg, the larvae, or 
caterpillar, the pupa, or chrysalis, and the imago, or 
perfect insect. 

Four steps the Loyalty Membership needs— 
The thought to help the Luther League, 
Then funds secured for which we plead 


Sent to Headquarters who completes the deed, 
By using it to advance our Creed. 
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Birds have the “homing” instinct, but butterflies do 
not. They do not make any type of structure to live 
in, and they apparently have no choice of a home spot 
except that the eggs must be laid on some substance 
which will feed the young. The life of the butterfly is 
short-lived—most species living only a few days and 
none having been known to live longer than three years. 

“A Conttibuting Membership I’ll send in’, 

Says Miss Luther Leaguer to her twin, 

But like the butterfly the thought 

In a day ot two has come to nought. 

May this be changed and like the bird, 

The “homing” instinct build The Word 
Which the Luther League may help make heacd. 

Butterflies do no harm, their wings are very easily 
injured, and their beauty crushed. If touched by human 
fingers, their wings turn to dust. They make all out-of- 
doors more beautiful. As one of God’s creatures they 
sparkle in the sunshine and make the day seem brighter. 
Will you brighten the sunshine at Luther League Head- 
quarters by sending one of the Memberships in the 
Sustaining Membership Fund to the Luther League of 
America today? 

MILDRED GARTELMANN, Chairman 
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Sunday, September 24th 


luther League Day 


THEME: ‘ 
// 
Bringing In The Peace 


Write to the Luther League of America 
FOR THE 


SPECIAL SERVICE 


FOR THIS DAY 
Available September 1, 1943 
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Senior Topics For July and August 


For JULY 
Themes:} c.. 


July 4, 1943 
Second Sunday after Trinity 
A GOOD CHRISTIAN—A GOOD CITIZEN 
Romans 13:1-8 
Rey. Robert Stackel, Dansville, New York 

Because the church and the state in our country are 
separate institutions, a mistaken idea has grown up. 
It is that the Christian should keep away from politics; 
it is a dishonorable field. Leave politics for the politi- 
cians. A Christian may become corrupted in these areas. 
The result of this attitude is that now in many places 
unworthy political leadership is in control. There is a 
dearth of high calibre Christian statesmanship at the 
helm in our political world. Now we are paying the 
price for the Christian’s neglect to infuse Christian prin- 
ciples and character into government. Some years ago it 
was said, “There has never been a Chief Justice of the 
United States who was not a Christian man.’ But to- 
day the capital city of our nation is crowded with leaders 
who are not impressive in their Christian stature. 


' 


Nowadays there is a great deal of shouting, flag- 
waving, 100% American patriotism. It is flavored with 
the thought of Stephen Decatur: “My country, may 
she ever be right, but right or wrong—my country!” 
A higher type of patriotism is contained in the state- 
ment of Carl Shurz, who was not even native born: 
“My country, if right, to keep her right; if wrong, to 
make her right.” What our country urgently needs 
from her people is an intelligent, thoughtful devotion 
that is based upon Christian convictions. When Theo- 
dore Roosevelt was serving his second term as Presi- 
dent of the United States he felt so strongly the need 
of the loyalty of Christian people to the national goy- 
ernment that he appealed to the citizens of the nation to 
give the church the serious thought it deserves. One 
difference between our country at its founding and now 
is that then the people supported Christian leaders whose 
utterances carried a profound Christian spirit. Today 
that has been driven underground in politics and gov- 
ernment, and the majority of the people do not seem 
to care. 


The “hands off” attitude with which some Christian 
people mistakenly look upon politics must give way to 
an eager interest in legislation, government, elections, 
and law enforcement, if America is to be guided by God. 
Our Lutheran Church, as a Church, refrains from enter- 
ing the political arena or speaking with authority on 
affairs of government, but it urges its people to be ac- 
tive in these spheres and play a leading part. Is it 
right for us to pray for God’s blessing upon our land 
and ask that our country may perform God’s will, and 
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—Nature and The Steadfast Christ 
For AUGUST—The Steadfast Christ and Recreation 


then not roll up our sleeves and let God use us as in- 
struments to help make the prayer come true? 


Christian Ideals into Politics 

For example, here are some thoughts on what a 
young Christian can do toward this end in the field of 
politics. 

1. Write to representatives in the state and national 
legislature on important legislation. Mrs. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt has said that nothing impresses a congress- 
man more than a letter from a constituent which indi- 
cates that the writer has been following how the repre- 
sentative has been voting on major issues. Such a letter, 
urging a yes or no vote on pending legislation, carries 
weight. A representative in the Empire State legislature 
recently told how a small lobbying group sent out 
10,000,000 pieces of literature to residents of the state 
to influence legislation on one particular bill. But a 
Christian’s stand toward current legislation is not taken 
under pressure of literature from selfish interests, but 
is taken from his earnest desire to see Christian prin- 
ciples built into the laws of our land. 

2. Never hesitate to be in a minority in supporting 
a candidate or an issue, if you take that position in good 
conscience. In our country the majority is supposed to 
be kept upright and straight by the minority, which 
challenges the majority at every step of the way. Other- 
wise the majority might grow fat, lazy, corrupt. The 
tiny hummingbird attacking the big crow keeps the crow 
from the temptation to rob the little bird’s nest. The 
majority can often thank the minority for its own in- 
tegrity. 

3. Champion the idea that to hold a political of- 
fice is an honorable career. Our Christian young peo- 
ple should know that there is a crying need for Chris- 
tian men and women who will be willing to run for of-» 
fice in the community, state, and nation. It will be a 
hard thing for God to perform His will for our nation 
unless He has His servants in important positions of 
government. To bring this about we must counteract 
the idea that one is polluted through politics. Young 
people should look favorably upon that as a career. 


4. In exercising the privilege of the ballot, take the 
trouble to try to learn the religious background of the 
candidate. Is he a person from whom Christian action 
and decisions can be expected? To be sure, this should 
not be the only factor which determines our vote, but 
it should play an important part. Oftentimes neither 
candidate can meet the standard desired. This should 
impress us anew with the necessity for Christian par- 
ticipation. It should not be a reason why we stay home 
from the polls. 
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Regard for Law 


A Christian takes a different attitude toward uphold- 
ing the laws of community and country than does a 
non-Christian. He connects the speed laws for auto- 
mobiles on the highway with the Fifth Commandment. 
“Thou shalt not kill” tells us to reverence human life. 
Obedience toward speed laws is in line with obedience 
toward the Fifth Commandment, both working toward 
the preservation of life. A Christian does not look upon 
tax evasion as smart, but as a violation in part of the 
Seventh and Eighth Commandments. Recently a promi- 
nent radio star was proven guilty of deceiving the im- 
port officials of our country by not paying duty on 
valuables brought from abroad. Not only does the 
Christian keep from evasion of the law himself, but he 
often is impelled to report to the proper authorities the 
evasion of others. This is not done in a tell-tale spirit, 
but for the better reverence of law and the good of the 
community. In one of our communities four ‘‘tap rooms” 
were closed because it was reported to the authorities 
and proved that they were selling liquor to minors. 


Why Does Christianity Help? 

Daniel Webster once said, “Whatever makes a man 
a good Christian makes him a better citizen.’ Why 
should a good Christian make a good citizen? Chris- 
tianity teaches interest for one’s neighbor: “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.” It teaches the ideal of 
service: “The Son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister.” It upholds the authority of gov- 
ernment: “Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers 
that be are ordained of God.” Christianity insists that 
conscience must be obeyed even over the government: 
“We ought to obey God rather than man.” It teaches 
full responsibility toward both God and government: 
“Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are 
Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s.” 


So many people are content to enjoy the benefits of 
good government, but they are not willing to put them- 
selves out to bring that good government about, or to 
preserve it when it is in power. For St. Paul, however, 
citizenship had two sides to it. He took great pride in 
and drew real benefits from his Roman citizenship. It 
brought him release from prison, delivered him from 
undeserved punishment, and permitted him to travel in 
safety throughout the Roman Empire. But he also 
labored to uphold the authority of the government that 
gave him these things and to teach his Christian peo- 
ple to acknowledge its sovereignty over their lives in 
temporal matters. Jesus, likewise, profited in many ways 
from Roman rule, and in return He taught the people 
to pay their taxes, setting the example Himself (Mat- 
thew 17:24-27), and to fulfill all their obligations toward 
their earthly rulers. The Christian enjoys the benefits 
of government because he labors to have his govern- 
ment approved by God. 


Good government is not an accident. Nor is it 
something one simply prays for. One works for it be- 
sides, And then maybe one does not get it. But then 
one works and prays all the harder. 
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July 11, 1943 
Third Sunday after Trinity 


WHAT CHRIST TEACHES ME ABOUT NATURE 


Matthew 6:25-34 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


God has given man two books in which he may find 
the secret of life. One is the Bible—the perfect revela- 
tion which tells us what to do to be eternally saved. 
The other, Nature—the mysterious storehouse of our 
physical resources. Both speak of God inasmuch as they 
are both His handiwork. 


Christ and Nature 

Our Saviour was constantly making allusions to 
nature in His discourses. He must have been a lovei 
of the mountains, the gardens, the birds and the flowers. 
In the Sermon on the Mount He speaks of God’s love 
for the birds and the example of the lilies of the field. 
Again He alludes to growing grain, the vine, the sheep, 
precious stones, etc. In each of these he saw a lesson 
that pointed men to God. 


The Wheat and the Tares (Matthew 13:28-30). In 
this parable Christ explains that “The wheat was of His 
sowing, the tares were dropped from the devil’s hands.” 
The good seed were the children of the kingdom and 
the tares the children of the wicked one. The harvest 
was the end of the world, and the reapers were the 
angels. He gave us this picture from nature so that 
we might understand what His kingdom would be until 
the final gathering came. 


Christ saw the Church of all the coming ages rising 
before Him as He looked on the Galilean corn field. 
The precious grain and the worthless stuff growing to- 
gether. Wherever the good seed was sown another hand 
would scatter tares. Wherever the truth was given out 
error and superstition would creep in to corrupt or de- 
file it. 


Wherever there were saints there would always be 
hypocrites who assumed the dress of saints. The Church 
would never be what His pure thoughts designed, never 
be the ideal Church, until its work on earth was done 
and it was raised to be the Church glorified. 


The Barren Fig Tree 

This is the parable of the unfruitful fig tree. (Tell 
the story in your own words—Luke 13.) The first thing 
this parable teaches is that the Jews were God’s own 
people, God’s chosen people, who were to bear fruit 
among the nations of the world. They were to show 
to the other nations how true and devout they were and 
win over the other nations to serve God. But they did 
not do this, and God cut them down. Forty years after 
these words were spoken the temple was destroyed. 

We are the fig trees planted in God’s garden. He 
comes year after year looking for fruit but finds none, 
and at last the Lord will have to say, “Cut it down, 
why cumbereth it the ground?” It is taking nourishment 
from the other trees. Are we bearing fruit for God? 
He comes to seek fruit of us. He seeks fruit in our 
hearts, the fruits of kindness, meekness, purity and love. 
May He find us leading nobler and more fruitful lives. 
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On the Sea (Matthew 14:22-36) 

The sea is a thing we have reason to fear because it 
swallows up in its grave so much of the treasures that 
men possess; its bottom is being strewn all over today 
by commodities through the destruction of the mate- 
rials of war. It is also claiming many men who sail the 
ships on and under its surface. 

From the lesson our Lord gives us in this picture let 
us learn that Jesus is Master of all our great troubled 
times. 

In all our troubles, therefore, let us remember that 
the secret of safety and deliverance is confidence in 
Christ. So long as Peter kept his eye on the great, calm 
eye of Jesus, and remembered that the Lord had might 
over all the waters, so long was Peter strong and drew 
strength from Jesus. The moment he allowed his eyes 
to drop from Jesus’ eye, and looked at the waves, that 
moment his soul began to quake within him and he be- 
gan to be weak. Let us not fear but trust Christ to give 
us courage and spiritual strength for our life and its 
troubled times. 

The Vine and Branches (John 15:1-8) 

We find more and more these days that we cannot 
get along without Christ. Christ gave us more than rules 
and laws. He gave us principles. He gave us His life 
as an example. He gave us His life as a sacrifice. 

He is the vine and we are the branches. We need to 
abide in Him so that we may obtain strength to live 
up to His principles and follow His perfect example. He 
gives me that power divine by giving Himself to me 
through the forgiveness of my sins, through peace and 
joy in the Holy Spirit. 

I could not do without Thee, 

I cannot stand alone, 

I have no strength or goodness, 
No wisdom of my own; 

But Thou beloved Saviour, 

Art all in all to me, 


And weakness will be power 
If leaning hard on Thee. 
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July 18, 1943 
Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
THE GREAT MAN OF NATURE— 
JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Mark 1:3-8 
Rey. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
His Parentage 
John was of priestly descent. His mother was 
Elizabeth and his father was Zacharias, a priest, who 
served in the temple at Jerusalem. It is said of them 
that “they were both righteous before God, walking in 
all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blameless.” 
His Early Life 
We infer from Luke’s account that John was born 
about six months before the birth of Jesus in a city of 
the hill country of Judah. The information of his youth 
which we have is recorded in Luke. “Many shall re- 
joice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight 
of the Lord, and he shall drink no wine or strong drink, 
and he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from 
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his mother’s womb.” “And the child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit and was in the deserts till the day of 
his showing unto Israel.” 

His Ministry 

The scene of John’s ministry was partly in the 
desert or wilderness of southern Judea and partly in the 
Jordan valley. His dress and habits were strikingly 
suggestive of Elijah. He was clothed in the coarse, 
rough cloth called sackcloth. It was cheap, but admir- 
able for keeping out the heat, cold and rain. This mantle 
was girded around him with a leather girdle of undressed 
hide. 

His meat was locusts and wild honey. The common 
brown locust is about three inches in length, something 
like a grasshopper. They were very abundant. They 
are still used as food. 

The honey was both pleasant and healthful. The 
wild bees found secure shelter in the innumerable fissures 
and clefts of the limestone rock which flanked the valley. 


Why John Lived in This Manner 

Because it was the perfectly natural way in which 
a poor man would live in a wilderness. He therefore has 
much time to give to his work. The moment the peo- 
ple saw him they recognized him as a prophet. This 
mode of living aided him to be perfectly fearless and 
independent. He had little to lose by the opposition of 
the great, or to gain by their favor. It showed people 
that he was absolutely sincere. He sought them, not 
their possessions. 


The Crowds Come To Him 

Representatives from all parts of the city and coun- 
try came to hear him preach—soldiers, taxgatherers, rich 
and poor, learned and ignorant. They went to him as 
the hungry go for food. They came to him because his 
preaching denounced their sins and touched their con- 
science. There was a general religious awakening and 
expectation among the people. The Roman yoke was 
very heavy and bitter and the people were hoping for a 
deliverer, and questioned whether John might not be 
tHeMONC. 

He Prepared the Way for Jesus 

First, by urging the people to repent. The people 
said the Messiah is coming. John said, what do you ex- 
pect Him to do for you? The people said, we expect 
Him to deliver us from Rome and sit on the throne 
of David. John said, but you are not doing the things 
which belong to God’s Kingdom. 

The people said, but we are God’s children; to us 
were made the promises. John said, but you know that 
every promise is conditioned on righteousness, justice, 
love. Repent therefore, turn from your evil way, for 
here is your only hope. 

There is a story of a pump in an old well which 
supplied the house with water. By some strange chance 
the well became poisoned and therefore dangerous to 
drink. The family reported the fact to the landlord. The 
landlord got some paint and painted the pump. But 
those who drank the water of that well still felt sick 
or died. The only remedy was pure water in the well. 
What we need is not a change in outward forms, but a 
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new heart, a new inward change, a right spirit that 
transforms our lives. 


Jesus Baptized of John 
While the multitudes flocked to the Jordan, Jesus 
came also to be baptized with the rest. So Jesus was 
baptized of John in the river Jordan. Jesus had great 
praise for John. If praise may be measured by the worth 
of the one by whose lips it is spoken, then no man ever 
received such praise as he who was called by Jesus a 

shining light, even more than a prophet. 


His Imprisonment and Death 
According to the Gospel accounts, John was imme- 
diately put under arrest and imprisoned. Accordingly he 
was sent out of Herod’s suspicious temper and Mar- 
chaerus and was there put to death. 


His Greatness 

We are impressed with the note in John’s preaching 
which attracted popular attention. It was a note of 
summons to repent. Here was no smooth and easy 
preacher. Here was a genuine prophet. Something in 
his message touched the heart and seared the conscience. 
Yet the people came in throngs. We believe people to- 
day will go not where they are complimented and told 
how good they are, but to the man who can summon 
them to change their ideas and their conduct, and then 
show them how to do it. This John was able to do, and 
here lies his greatness. 
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July 25, 1943 
Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
OUTDOORS WITH GOD—AN OUTDOOR 
MEETING 
Psalm 65 :4-13 - 
Adelene May, Erie, Pa. 
God Revealed in Nature 
We are all familiar with the first verse in the book of 
Genesis, “In the beginning God created Heaven and 
Earth,” but have we ever given it much thought as we 
go through our daily life? We just naturally take all 
the things that surround us for granted, and do not 
stop to think of the power and might of the Creator 
who made the earth and all that is in it. The Garden 
of Eden was God’s first beauty-spot, and although be- 
cause of sin, man was forbidden to live in that Garden, 
there must be many scenic spots in our present world 
to compare with it. Those of us who have had the privi- 
lege of traveling, experience thrills in seeing God re- 
vealed in such spectacular places as the Grand Canyon, 
Yellowstone National Park, and the mighty Niagara 
Falls. We do not all have the opportunity to observe 
these majestic spectacles, but have to be content with 
the more commonplace sights; such as, the sunrise in 
the morning, the hills surrounding our homes, the rush- 
ing of a near-by stream, the beautiful sunset on a placid 
lake, or the snow-covered trees and plains on a winter 
day. There are times in everyone’s life when he or she 
seeks the realm of nature for peace and solitude that 
only God can give, and we seek it in a quiet com- 
munion in the midst of God’s creations. 
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If we look at a majestic mountain,we are impressed 
by the magnitude. As we look closer we see the trees 
extending up the lower slopes, declining into smaller 
and smaller bushes and then blending into cold, bare 
rock. There are streams gushing down the cracks and 
crevices to disappear into the wooded section on the 
slopes. As we look at the magnificent picture, do we 
remember that God set the mountains there, God con- 
trols the stream, God put the storm-clouds there, and 
God puts the trees there? God will speak to us through 
nature if we allow Him to be present with us. 

There is a very real lesson of faith for us as we 
observe the lilies of the field, the fowl of the air, fish 
of the sea and all the creations of God that are depend- 
ent upon nature for their livelihood. We need but to 
see how God provides for all His creations, and then we 
realize that too much of our thought, time, and effort is 
put upon providing and caring for ourselves, and so 
little of our trust is put entirely in God. Many of us 
become so involved in the material satisfying of our 
needs that we soon find that we have given no thought 
to the spiritual needs. Even in our Luther League and 
other church organizations there is a tendency to stress 
the financial program of the Church and disregard to a 
great extent the real task of the Church here upon earth 
—that of saving souls for the Kingdom. Christ had in 
mind in His parable of the “Lilies of the Field” that we 
are liable to lose our souls in trying to gain worldly 
success. To be sure, Jesus did not want us to eliminate 
all thought of food, raiment, and shelter, but he does 
want us to “Lay up for ourselves treasures in Heaven 
where moth and rust doth not corrupt.” The care of 
the Heavenly Father embraces all things from the great- 
est orb to the tiniest atom. Why, then, should we, cre- 
ated in His own image, worry as to His Fatherly care? 


God Revealed in the Heavens 

Have you ever thought,of the power of God as re- 
vealed in the Heavens? When God created the heaven 
and earth He said, “Let there be light, and there was 
light,” and ever since that day God has placed His sun 
in the heavens to guide us by day, and the moon and 
stars by night. Did you ever look at the myriads of 
stars on a clear night and realize that some of them are 
larger than the earth? Each one travels in its own 
orbit, and if just one of them would get out of its orbit, 
there would be a collision that would cause a great 
catastrophe. These are but a few of the wonders of God 
showing His power and greatness as compared to the 
smallness of man, 

Just as the former picture makes us think of the 
joy and beauty in life, so the thunder-storms and clouds 
remind us of the trials and tribulations that confront us; 
however, after every storm there is usually a rainbow. 
The united raindrops that fall from the sky during a 
storm, form the cloud, which one moment shadows the 
earth with forebodings and the next smiles beauty in the 
bow of promise. Back of this bow is the Lord of Crea- 
tion, He hangs His rainbow in the sky to tell His crea- 
tures that “God stands within the shadows keeping 
watch over His own.” We realize that the storms of 
life will come to us as Christians but we are assured 
that the ark of safety is not in a man-built house or 
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ship, but in the Almighty, who will deliver those who 
trust in His mercy and love from all harm. 


God Revealed Through Christ 

The omnipotent God of the universe has truly given 
us many wonderful gifts. The greatest gift that God 
has given us is His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 
In this supreme sacrifice that God made in the giving 
of His Son, we observe the great love of God for man. 
In nature, the power and might of God are displayed, 
but through the cross, we are brought to the realization 
that God is a God of mercy and forgiveness, and a lov- 
ing Father to whom we should give our lives in sery- 
ice. Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and no 
man comes to God but through Christ. 

Let us look at the prayer-life of Jesus. We observe 
by reading the scriptures that our Master set Himself 
apart from His disciples and the world at certain times, 
and in solitude worshipped His Father in moments of 
meditation and prayer. We, like Jesus, can do no better 
than to seek some secluded spot in the out-of-doors and 
there have communion with our Father. It is well that 
Luther Leaguers should worship and pray with others 
under the open sky as well as individually. We know 
that practically all of Jesus’ preaching was done in the 
open—on the mount, by the shore of a lake and in open 
fields. We must open our minds and hearts and allow 
God to talk with us. “The groves were God’s first tem- 
ples” and we, too, can use~as a setting for worship a 
certain woodland grove, hill, or open field. 


God Revealed in a Personal Experience 

I think one of my greatest thrills experienced in 
being with God in a real and personal way, was a re- 
cent Luther League Convention, when, as the sun was 
coming up over the mountain, more than 100 young peo- 
ple gathered to worship God in the great out-of-doors. 
The presence of God was so keenly felt that it almost 
seemed as if He spoke to us as He did on that Mount 
of Transfiguration some 1900 years ago. It made one 
feel like the hymnus who wrote: 


“°Tis good, Lord, to be here, 
Yet we may not remain; 
But since Thou bidst us leave the mount 
Come with us to the plain.” 


Like Peter, James, and John we could have said, 
“Lord, if Thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles, 
one for Thee, one for Moses, and one for Elias.” We 
feel so near to God that it seems we have a vision of 
our Heavenly Home. We, too, would like to remain un- 
der this inspiration, but Christ tells us that we must go 
into the high-ways and by-ways of life and speak of 
the vision we have seen, and show by our very living that 
we have been with God. Even in these days we can have 
mountaintop experiences and may God grant that it 
ke our privilege to experience them now. 
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August 1, 1943 
Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
JESUS’ ATTITUDE TOWARD RECREATION 


Mark 10 :46-52 
Rev. Samuel E.. Kidd, Easton, Pa. 


What would happen if science should discover the 
principle of creation? Would there be laboratory-created 
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men and women walking about among us? Some years 
ago a Man dwelt upon the earth who knew this prin- 
ciple, but He never used it. The demand was for re- 
creation. No one asked Him to build a man out of clay, 
but times beyond number He was requested to rebuild 
men with clay and He was not in the least disappointed. 
Creation had enlisted all of His powers at the beginning 
of time, but in His travels among men there was no 
time for creation; the need was for re-creation. 

If you were given the opportunity to stand before 
a man who knew the principle of creation, which would 
you request, a display of the man’s ability as he molded 
a new creature, or would you ask him to re-create you 
into a healthier, wiser and happier individual? I think 
I know your answer and Jesus would agree with you. 

Christ would never have visited the earth had you 
been whole. 

A Re-Created Body 

He was not blind to the ills of the flesh. Physical 
failure called forth in Him a feeling of compassion. He 
was a physician devoted to the re-creation of ailing men. 

A short while ago two medical doctors, a general 
practitioner and a renowned heart specialist, met in 
conversation. The general practitioner asked, “Would 
you advise me to study surgery?’ The specialist an- 
swered, “I would not. In surgery you take from a per- 
son something he ought normally to possess. Why not 
devote your efforts to remaking that something so that 
the patient may retain it? The need for surgeons is 
obvious but I could not be one. Surgery is an admis- 
sion that the man of medicine has failed. It really is 
not medicine.” 

In utter contrast, a recent graduate from a nursing 
school, having been offered the choice of two positions, 
the one in medical service, the other in surgery, had 
this to say: “In medicine the most you can look for is 
a gradual recovery and frequently it does not develop. 
In surgery a few cases are hopeless, but so many pa- 
tients come to you terribly sick and you send them 
away reasonably well. I can not stand the long drag 
of medicine but I live on the rejoicing that follows a 
successful operation.” 

Jesus did not feel the limitations of either the spe- 
cialist or the nurse. He did not despise “medicine” nor 
did He avoid “surgery”. He did not practice either as 
we think of them, but He could heal lepers or cast out 
devils. He could give sight to the blind or advise others 
to pluck out their eyes. He could restore the cut-off 
ear of Malchus or advise “if your arm offend you, cut 
it off.’ He went about ministering to suffering humani- 
ty. He re-created their bodies. He is still concerned 
about the re-created body. It is to our shame that we 
have pretty much overlooked this concern. He will help 
to make you healthier if you desire it. But the need of 
your body is not necessarily your greatest need. 

Christ would never have visited the earth if you 
had been whole except for your body. 


The Re-Created Mind 
If the halt and the blind filled His heart with com- 
passion, the ignorant and deceived made Him almost 
despair. Learned men knew not the truth. Devoted 
men gave themselves to false practices. Masses of the 
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people just did not care. He challenged their thinking 
and questioned their devotion and upbraided their in- 
difference. Their minds needed a re-creation. Falsehood 
needed to be cast out and truth had to be purified. With 
the deftness of a surgeon Jesus cut away at the struc- 
tures of falsehood. With the thoroughness of a man of 
medicine He gave strength to truth. His teaching and 
preaching opened the closets of the mind and malformed 
skeletons clothed with the pride of reason fell in clouds 
of dust as new and beautiful forms took their place. The 
scribe, learned among men, did not know his neighbor. 
Jesus introduced him to him. The pharisee, a devotee in 
the Temple, did not know the meaning of devotion. 
Jesus set him an example. The people did not know 
how to live. Jesus taught them. 

You have doubtless found great satisfaction in your 
mental powers. Let Jesus follow your thinking for a 
while and He will tell you to cast some pet theory aside. 
You may think it cruel at first, but a good look at truth 
will convince you otherwise. He will not cast all of your 
thinking aside, but He will change the pattern of a 
good deal of it. Then, too, He will introduce you to 
much that you never knew before. He will re-create 
your mind. But the need of neither your body nor your 
mind is necessarily your greatest need. 

Christ would never have visited the earth if you 
had been whole except for your body and mind. 


The Re-Created Soul 


If an ill body calls Jesus to act, if an ill mind makes 
Him speak, then an ill soul sends Him to His death. 
It was the soul in man that brought Christ from the 
heavens and placed Him in the Manger in Bethlehem. 
It was the urgent need of that soul that made the path- 
way to Calvary both necessary and bearable. Surgery 
and medicine may save your body; truth may strengthen 
your mind; but for your soul there is need of a Saviour. 
Whatever Jesus did or said on the earth was done al- 
ways with an eye on the human soul. Read the accounts 
of His miracles; Jesus was at work on the body of man 
but His real concern was for the soul. Study His teach- 
ing, it will help your thinking but it is all spoken out of 
a concern for your soul. Jesus felt that the souls of men 
were in the greatest of danger. He gave His life in 
making that danger less fearsome. No, He did not de- 
stroy the danger. It is still as real as ever. But He did 
provide a way to overcome it. It is the way of the re- 
created soul. The re-created soul is the soul that has 
found faith and lives by it and because of it, forever. 
Jesus never insisted upon a re-created body or a re- 
created mind but He does insist upon a re-created soul. 

Christ would never have visited the earth had your 
soul been whole. 


The Way To Re-Creation 


When you enter into fellowship with God you must 
be prepared to do an unusual kind of business. Busi- 
ness usually means that after looking over what is to 
be had you may take what you wish by paying the price. 
You may wish to approach God, asking Him to re- 
create your body and your mind; for these you are 
willing to pay the price. The price demanded is a_re- 
created soul. If you have a re-created soul, these other 
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two lose much of their importance. It is, however, one 
of the strangest facts of the divine system that a re- 
created soul finds itself housed in a healthier body in 
companionship with a wiser mind. 
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August 8, 1943 
Seventh Sunday after Trinity 
RE-CREATED THROUGH PRAYER 
Luke 9 :28-32 
Rev. L. O. Dasher, West Columbia, South Carolina 
Definitions 
Prayer may seem to be a strange form of recreation 
but let us examine the subject a little more closely. The 
purpose of recreation is to re-create, to renew, to re- 
plenish or re-supply. Prayer has many definitions such 
as, “The soul’s sincere desire’, “Man talking with his 
Heavenly Father’, or “The breath of the soul.” Let us 
think of the last one. Perhaps it will help us better un- 
derstand how one can be re-created through prayer. 


Contents 
Prayer, the breath of the soul, may contain one or 
more parts. The main parts that are contained in prayer 
can better be remembered by the first letter of each 
part which spells ACTS. They are: Adoration, Confes- 
sion, Thanksgiving, Supplication. 


Re-Creation Needed 

A glance about us and we will see that there is a 
very great need for people to be re-created. People 
need to be re-created more in the image and likeness 
of their Master, Jesus, whose life was and is perfect, 
We usually think of re-creation only for the benefit of 
the body or for the mind. But the greatest need for 
young and old today is to possess and enjoy a youthful, 
fresh spirit or soul that comes from daily contact with 
God. Man needs a glowing spirit that will show itself 
through his whole personality. 

To witness for Jesus, to live for Him and to over- 
come the daily temptations of life require spiritual 
strength. We should always be strong in soul, mind 
and body. Jesus said that “virtue” or strength had gone 
out of Him when the woman with an issue of blood 
touched the hem of His garment. After a day’s work 
of preaching, teaching and healing Jesus felt the need 
of prayer—of soul-breathing. He often withdrew from 
the crowds for periods of communion and prayer. And 
He always came back from those experiences of “spirit- 
ual exercise’ refreshed and strong in soul, mind and 
body. Certainly if Jesus, the Son of God, needed this 
kind of re-creation, we who are weak and frail need it 
more. 

How is this need supplied? One way is through the 
“deep breathing’’ experience of the soul in prayer to our 
God of power and love. 


Parables 
In the High Schools of our country boys and girls 
are taking a course of regular exercise and physical 
training. They say that it makes them feel better. Of 
course, we understand that the reason for that is the 
poisons of the body are thrown off in these exercises and 
renewed strength is developed through increased circula- 
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tion of the blood and especially by the breathing of the 
fresh, God-given air. The soul of man is renewed and 
refreshed through the “deep breathing’ exercise of 
prayer. Through the sincere confession of our sins God 
makes it possible to throw off those things that poison 
the soul and makes us miserable creatures. God assures 
us in His Word, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” (I John 1:9) God speaks sweet peace 
to our souls in assuring us that our sins are forgiven. 
Then we can face life renewed and strengthened for its 
battles. Prayer does re-create, make new men and 
women, boys and girls. And this new life with God 
should shine through our every word and act with the 
confidence that we are God’s children. People should 
know that we have been with the ever-living Jesus. 
Perhaps some of us remember those electric car- 
riages that slipped so silently over the streets of our 
cities. They were interesting machines. One would 
wonder where their power came from as we could not 
see or hear any motor generating the power. Of course, 
their power was stored up in their mighty batteries. 
But ever so often these cars would drive up to or would 
be towed into a re-charging station. There new life 
would be put back into their weak or dead batteries. 
Then these machines would go out re-charged and re- 
newed ready to carry their loads and do their work 
without hesitancy. So it is with the soul that has been 
in communion with its great God of power. It is ready 
to go forth with renewed power and courage to do 
His will cheerfully and willingly. We kneel, O so weak, 
we arise, O so strong. Visit your prayer stations often. 


Moses 
Men down through the ages have been changed and 
re-created by coming into fellowship with God, their 
Creator. We think of the great law-giver, Moses. He 
went up into the mountain and there communed with 
God for forty days. When he came down his face shone 
brightly. His countenance was changed and the people 
knew that he had been with God. Communion with 
God re-creates us. 
Jesus 
Let’s think of Jesus on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion as we have this beautiful scene described for us in 
the scripture lesson today. “And as He prayed, the 
fashion of His countenance was altered, and His raiment 
was white and glistening.” While Jesus was praying— 
notice that. The renewed strength and assurance He 
received from His Father showed itself to Peter, James 
and John. And they were greatly impressed by His 
glory—the glory that came through prayer. 


Surrender and Victory 

In these days of war it might sound contradictory to 
say that the way to victory is through surrender. But 
in man’s relationship to God this is true. God is all- 
powerful and all-wise. He knows what is best for us 
and can and will do that which is best for us if we will 
only let Him. By surrendering our stubborn wills to 
Him and His will He helps us fight and win the battles 
of life. One of the things that prayer does for us is 
to bring our wills in harmony with God’s will. When 
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this is done then He can bless us and use us. Jesus 
won the victory for us not so much on the Cross as 
He did in the Garden of Gethsemane on His knees in 
the prayer of surrender, “not my will, but thine, be 
done.” He came out of the garden a victor. Calm and 
sure of the Father’s purpose and power,-He offered no 
resistance to His arrest, trials and crucifixion. The 
soldiers and others were amazed at His calmness and 
peace of body and soul. 

Stephen, likewise, when he was before the San- 
hedran, turned his heart and face to God in quiet prayer 
of full surrender. God gave him strength to endure 
faithfully to the end and the final victory. The joy that 
resulted from this prayer of surrender was seen by his 
accusers and they were astonished. The joy of his 
heart was so full that those who saw his face, saw it as 
the face of an angel. The radiance of Stephen’s counte- 
nance made a lasting impression upon Paul and it is 
believed that it had a great deal to do with his conver- 
sion, Pray the prayer of surrender and show forth the 
victory in your every-day life. 


Conclusion 

When you feel weak go to God in prayer and He 
will renew your strength. When worried and disturbed 
turn to your loving Father in prayer. He will share your 
burden and give you comfort and peace. When lost He 
will save you and guide you; when downcast He will 
cheer you. Go to God in prayer often and believing—He 
will not fail to renew and re-create the spirit of thy 
youth. 
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August 15, 1943 
Eighth Sunday after Trinity 
HOW DOES JESUS MAKE YOU HAPPY? 
John 15:1-11 
Rev. Olen A. Peters, Indianapolis, Indiana 

Happiness is a very difficult word to define. When 
you are truly happy, you know it by experience and do 
not need a definition. When you are not happy, you 
know that there is something very much desired which 
is definitely absent from your life. You can unmistak- 
ably tell when a child is happy. You can just as defi- 
nitely tell when the child is unhappy. As people grow 
older, they tend more to conceal their thoughts and 
feelings. It is thus more difficult with adults to know 
whether they are happy or not. Some people will pre- 
tend to be happy for the sake of others when in their 
hearts they are very sad. 


Happiness is not ordinarily thought of as being 
such a deep quality as joy. Happiness is usually thought 
of as arising from particular situations. Joy may arise 
out of life in general. For instance, you may be happy 
over the outcome of a football game in which your 
school won by a large score over a strong opposing 
team. You may have joy as you contemplate the chang- 
ing beauty of nature throughout the seasons of the year. 
Joy is deep and continuous. For the purposes of our 
discussion, let us consider happiness in that deep sense 
in which we can associate it with joy. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Do We Want To Be Happy? 

With few exceptions, people want to be happy. 
There have been some interpretations of religion which 
have frowned upon happiness as being worldly. We 
know of Hindu religious customs in which the object of 
devotion was that the believer deliberately torture him- 
selt. Happiness comes in large measure through ful- 
fillment of desire. Buddha and his followers taught that 
any kind of desire is wrong. Their belief, therefore, 
would condemn happiness as unnecessary and actually 
a result of evil. Certain orders within the Christian 
Church have called upon their members to remain un- 
happy as a means to holiness. Our Lutheran Church 
has never felt it necessary to interpret Christianity in 
such a way as to rule out of life any form of true hap- 
piness. 

Can We Be Happy? 

The desire to be happy and actual happiness are not 
one and the same experience. The world is full of un- 
fulfilled desires. Happiness is no small part of them. 
The captain of the vessel must not only know clearly 
the port which is his destination; he must also know 
the course which will take his ship to that port. Like- 
wise, it is not enough to desire that one be happy. We 
must know the way in which to fulfill that desire. This 
is the point at which we turn to Jesus as our Guide. 


Was Jesus Happy? 

In the prophecy of Isaiah, the Messiah was referred 
to as a “Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.” 
Jesus fulfilled that prophecy completely. However, we 
must set beside that verse this other one from He- 
brews, “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of 
our faith; who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross ...’. You must be a happy person to 
attract children. Jesus did that. We have the account 
of His presence at a happy social occasion—a marriage 
feast. While He had periods of solitude, He spent much 
time mingling with people in many kinds of situations. 
An unhappy person does not do that. He wants to be 
by himself. If there had not been happiness in the life 
of Jesus, how could He have brought so much happiness 
into the lives of those who have been His’ followers? 


He Overcomes Sin 

We believe that Jesus enables us to be happy through 
overcoming the force of sin in our lives. No one can 
be happy who violates the moral laws of God in the uni- 
verse any more than a person can be happy by violat- 
ing the physical laws of health. Someone has said, “No 
one breaks the Ten Commandments. He breaks him- 
self upon them.” Jesus teaches us how to live in har- 
mony with God and His purposes which are built into 
the very structure of the world. He gives us a positive, 
successful program of life. 

No one can be happy who has a guilty conscience. 
You have doubtless read of persons who hid in their 
hearts for years some wrong which had been done. 
Finally, driven by the tortures of conscience, they con- 
fessed the wrong in order to secure relief. We believe 
through the sufferings and death of Jesus that God 
forgives those who truly confess and lament their viola- 
tions of His will. Ours can be the happiness that comes 
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through relief from a stricken conscience. This happi- 
ness can come to us each Sunday through the confes- 
sional part of our worship service. 


He Overcomes Death 

Like a child building a tower of wooden blocks 
which finally topples over and falls in pieces to the 
floor, so it appears that we build the experiences and 
accomplishments of life only to have them topple over 
in death. If we could not believe that life can continue 
beyond death and grow in value, what enduring happi- 
ness could any of us gain from it? Such belief we have 
through the resurrection of Jesus from the grave. The 
confidence through Him that life is everlasting gives to 
each day a hope and joy which otherwise it could not 
have. John Greenleaf Whittier expressed it well in the 
words: 

“I know not what the future hath 
Of marvel or surprise, 

Assured alone that life and death 
His mercy undetlies.”’ 

He Overcomes Evil in the World 

Certainly in days like this when war has engulfed 
the world, we are particularly aware of imperfections in 
the life of mankind. One can’t be perfectly happy in a 
world filled with so much selfishness, greed, envy and 
hate. The wrongs committed against us by others prick 
us like thorns. In providing a way for overcoming the 
evil of the world, Jesus again contributes to our happi- 
ness. He established the Kingdom of God upon earth. 
In other words, He made provision for people to live 
here on earth under the direct government of God. In 
His teachings He gave us the constitution of that gov- 
ernment. In establishing the Church, He gave us the 
organization of that government. In His life, He showed 
us how to be a true citizen of that government. Those 
who enter into this Divine direction of life upon earth 
become the kind of people with whom we can live 
agreeably and enjoyably. They become the kind of peo- 
ple who not only do not hinder us deliberately, but ac- 
tually seek to help us live successfully. Through His 
uplifting influence upon the life of the world, Jesus is 
making our lives happier than they could otherwise pos- 
sibly be. 

Out of this imperfect world, through those who 
choose to follow Him, He is building the perfect world 
to which we look forward and call heaven. There hap- 
piness can be complete. 
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August 22, 1943 
Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
DO YOU TAKE CHRIST WITH YOU ON 
YOUR VACATION? 
Psalm 139:1-12 
Miss Mabel Seagle, Lincolnton, North Carolina 

First, let us consider the word “vacation,” as Web- 
ster puts it. It is an intermission, a let-up from the daily 
routine at home or at work, or an opening of holidays 
at school. . 

In other words, it is a way of forgetting entirely 
about the regular things we have been doing and a re- 
laxation into an easy or smooth-going program for a 
limited period of time. 
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Not all of us can take the same kind of a vacation, 
but we all can “take Christ with us.” 

Most people working in business for their daily 
bread, get one to two weeks vacation. If you were to 
go into a business firm and ask each employee how they 
were going to spend their vacations, you would receive 
a great many answers. Some would stay at home among 
their flowers or books, others at the beach, and still 
others at the mountains and others would be going to 
camp, etc. 


Packing for a Going-Away Vacation 

After deciding where you are going on a vacation, 
you, of course, select the right kind of clothes for the 
location. Shoes, sweaters, bathing suits are gathered 
together and placed in your bag. A girl gathers up her 
cosmetics and boys their shaving cream and razors, for 
everybody wants to look their best. But for a right vaca- 
tion and a well-packed bag, do you put in your well- 
thumbed, dog-eared Bible to read in those leisure mo- 
ments or better still, do you put it on the outside to 
read on the train and carry a few copies of the “Light 
for Today”? How short a trip can be if there is some- 
thing to take the moments by faster. 


The Companions We Pick 

If you are taking a trip, you don’t usually go alone. 
Your friends like the same things as you and more than 
likely will be going, too. Are they the right kind of 
persons to be seen with? Would you be ashamed to have 
your pastor see them with you? Will they be a bad in- 
fluence on your character? I hope that you can honestly 
say that they are fine Christian people and that it is a 
pleasure for you to travel with them on a vacation, be- 
cause then companionship will mean a great deal to you. 

If the trip is long, there can be many rich expe- 
riences gathered. Perhaps there are those, whom you 
could approach on the train, with a word of cheer or a 
kind and helping hand with the baby across the aisle, 
who has gotten too restless for its tired mother. Per- 
haps you help the old lady to the dining car. It might be 
a good thing to pass out “The Light for Today,” which 
you have in your pocket, to the soldier up in front. 


Our Vacation Spot 

Arriving at our destination, whether it be at the 
beach, mountain, camp, or convention, or home, we re- 
lax and let ourselves go to rest on the thought that we 
don’t have to worry about anything. If it is a vacation at 
home with our dear relatives, friends and home sur- 
rounding them, it is so much to be thankful for. Who 
shall we thank? Our Heavenly Father, who has pro- 
vided all this for our enjoyment. How can we fail to 
see Christ in our Mother’s gardens, our father’s devotion 
to his family, and our friends who still share our joys 
and sorrows? 

Then, too, our vacation may have taken us to the 
mountain or beach and there each morning we have the 
beautiful handiwork of our Creator. How can we fail to 
see it? Our hearts sing, “The Heavens declare the glory 
of God and the firmament showeth His handiwork.” 
There is so much evidence that we have Christ with us 
wherever we turn. It makes you feel the urge to read 
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and pray. Is there a more fitting time to think on these 
things than on a vacation? 

Many hours spent in meditation on His Word brings 
us closer to the Almighty Head who creates all things 
pleasing to man’s eye. 7 


Do Not Waste Your Time 

Spend your vacation wisely. Don’t waste that short 
time given to you for relaxation and rest. That intermis- 
sion in our daily routine should be spent with Christ. 
Live a life of Christian character, pick Christian com- 
panions, select a respectful spot and share your few 
precious hours or days with Christ. Never forget the 
Giver of all gifts, and your vacation will be one of rich- 
est joys in the weeks and months to follow, for you 
have taken Christ with you. 
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August 29, 1943 
Tenth Sunday after Trinity 
LIFE—A GAME 


I Corinthians 9 :24-27 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Paul was an ardent follower of the games of his 
day. He loved athletics and pure physical strength. He 
refers to the games many times in his messages and 
draws some very keen lessons from them. In this pas- 
sage of scripture used in connection with our topic, 
Paul uses the games as illustrating the way in which - 
Christian life should be lived. 


The Olympic Games 

The Olympic games in Paul’s day as well as in our 
day were strenuous and required considerable training 
preceding the games. In the Christian life the race and 
the training are simultaneous, and as the game of life 
begins so the training begins. 

At the renowned Grecian races, every obstacle was 
kept out of the way of the racers. But in the Christian 
race of life many obstacles and impeding annoyances 
are thrown in the way. 

Life has been viewed from many angles and under 
different figures. We are to view life as a game in this 
discussion. We like games. They arouse interest and 
stir the blood. So life should do the same for us. Life 
should be inviting. Each one should be eager to play 
the game of life, and take active part in it. That is what 
God intends of each one of us. There is little place or 
respect for the person who is only willing to stand 
propped up against a building and not to be doing his 
part in the great game of life. 


Life Interesting 


To labor and to live should not be drudgery. Life 
should be filled with interest for us. We should be glad 
for the opportunity to have a part in the great game. 
The other day a man married one of the richest women 
in the country. Some of his acquaintances apparently 
thought that he would sit back and take life easy, do 
nothing, and be nothing but a rich woman’s husband. 
Back came this reply that as soon as he would return 
from his honeymoon, he would be back on the job as 
a lumberman, for he said he did not see how he could 
live without working. Life would be a bore without work. 
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Your work should be one of your most interesting and 
enjoyable things in life. One should get pleasure out 
of his work. It is a fine thing when a person feels that 
his work is like a game. 


Preparation Is Needed 

He who would play in a game must train for it. 
In school or college you cannot simply get out on the 
field, get into a game and play it without some prepara- 
tion. Practice precedes the playing of a game. You must 
have preparation in order to make the team. And then, 
after you have made the team, you must keep in trim and 
practice continuously. The same thing holds true in life. 
You must prepare to play in the game of life. One can- 
not jump into the midst of a good job unless he has 
had some training. Preparation for life work is neces- 
sary. One should apply himself with great earnestness 
and zeal in developing one’s mind to meet the require- 
ments of a good workman. 


The Game Has Rules 

It would not do to try to play games without rules. 
There must be some standards and regulations by which 
to play, otherwise all would end in confusion and tur- 
moil. Even so in the game of life, there must be rules 
that govern the game. There are various rules, but the 
fundamental rules for a successful and satisfying game 
of life are the rules and regulations as laid down-in the 
Bible. They have been tested and found to work. In 
fact, they are the only rules which do work when it 
comes to the main things in life. You must play the 
game according to the rules, or you will be barred out 
of the game. 

Play Square 

Jesus played the game of life in a straight-forward 
way. He began doing it when as a Boy He returned to 
Nazareth and assumed responsibility in the family life. 
He played straight when in His temptation, He refused 
to accept favors from Satan. He played straight when 
He ministered to the rich and poor alike, condemned sin 
wherever He found it and made no truce with hypocrites 
in high places. He is our example. 


The People Who Win 
Undeniably the people who win in the game of life 
are not the ones who expect to strike a short cut to 
success or to be carried there by others. They play for 


all they are worth and do not expect favors from others 
to help them forward. They realize how important is 
each move in this game. Step by step they advance 
nearer and nearer to the ultimate goal of achievement. 

If you wish to spell failure for the remainder of your 
life, begin to feel satisfied with your attainments. The 
men who have become leaders in the professional or 
business world are those who have kept pegging away 
even after they have won moderate fame. 


For Discussion 

What is involved in playing a straight game in one’s 
family life? Should mother assume all the family tasks? 
Should dad have to pay all the bills, if others, even at 
the cost of sacrifice, can share them? We must accept 
life and shoulder our share of its responsibilities. In 
school life—name some of the courtesies to teachers and 
fellow students which make the school life more pleasant 
to everyone. Is any scholastic honor worth competing 
for unfairly? Is literal obedience to the rules of the 
game of life enough? Is it enough to keep just the let- 
ter of the law? Jesus judged a deed by the motives 
that inspired it. As a matter of fact, if the desires of our 
hearts are crooked, our conduct will not long remain 
straight. 


“The test of a man is the fight he makes, 

The gcit that he daily shows, 

The way he stands on his feet and takes 

Fate’s numerous bumps and blows. 

A coward can smile when there’s naught to fear, 
When nothing his progress bars, 

But it takes a man to stand up and cheer 

While some other fellow stats. 


“Tt isn’t the victory after all, 

But the fight ‘that a brother makes. 

The man who, driven against the wall, 
Still stands up erect and takes 

The blows of fate with his head held high, 
Bleeding and bruised and pale, 

Is the man who'll win in the by and by, 
For he'isn’t afraid to fail. 


“Tt’s the bumps you take and the jolts you get, 
And the shocks that your spitit stands, 

The hours of sorrow and vain regret, 

The prize that escapes your hands, 

That test your mettle and prove your wotth. 
It isn’t the blows you deal, 

But the blows you take on the good old earth 
That show if your stuff is real.” 
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Young People’s Topics for July and August 


MONTHLY THEMES: 


JULY—Patriotiam 


July 4, 1943 
Second Sunday after Trinity 
WHAT IS CHRISTIAN PATRIOTISM 
Matthew 22:15-21 Judge James Henninger, Allentown, Pa. 
Two Great Loyalties 

“Christian Patriotism’—these words express man’s 
two great loyalties, his relation to God and his relation 
to the State. The two loyalties should not conflict, but 
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AUGUST—My Pleasures 


are like the branches of a tree, growing from the same 
trunk, living together although extending in different 
directions. There are some situations in which no prob- 
lem of divided loyalty can arise, (1) in a theocracy, 
where the rulers speak for God; (2) in a so-called deified 
state, where patriotism is synonymous with religion; 
and (3) in an anarchy, where no loyalty at all is felt— 
and atheism usually accompanies anarchy. There have 
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been no true theocracies, of course, since the time of 
Moses and no one wants either a deified state or anarchy. 
So, it is better to face a conflict of loyalties than to avoid 
it on such terms. 


Christian May Not Avoid Political Relations 

Christ, with all His detachment from worldly things, 
leaves no doubt that it is Christian to be patriotic. When 
He says (Matthew 22:21), ‘Render therefore unto Caesar 
the things which are Caesar’s and unto God the things 
that are God’s,” although the great final emphasis is 
on spiritual affairs, we learn that a good Christian should 
support stable government. We must bear in mind also 
that the government for which Christ enjoined loyalty 
was not a voluntary one, but that of a foreign victor. 


Government and Good Order Are Christian 
Christ enjoined support of the existing civil authori- 
ty because all men, including Christians, live in an 
ordered society and it is impossible to think of Chris- 
tian living without government. (See the argument for 
this in Romans 13:2-7.) In a chaotic society, man’s only 
security lies in the brute strength he possesses or can 
command, while in an ordered society, he can live at 
peace, secure in the combined strength of his neighbors, 
embodied in stable government. God’s first act in crea- 
tion was to produce order out of chaos. Cooperation is 
Christian; ruthless self-advancement, un-Christian. 
Respect and Obedience Enjoined in Scriptures 
Moses said (Exodus 22:28): “Thou shalt not curse 
the rulers of the people.’ Paul said (Romans 13:1), 
“The powers that be are ordained of God”; and (Titus 
3:1), “Be subject to principalities and powers and obey 
magistrates’; and Peter (1 Peter 2:13), “Submit your- 
selves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake.” 
Unfortunately these texts have fallen into disrepute be- 
cause they have been deliberately misconstrued to sup- 
port the doctrine of the divine right of kings and a su- 
periority of the State over men’s consciences. And yet, 
no matter what evil purposes these texts may have 
served—and we must remember that even the devil can 
quote Scripture—they remain valid sanctions binding the 
Christian citizen to support the State he is subject to. 


Christian Patriotism Demands Courage 

Christian patriotism, however, means more than 
mere subjection to the ruler’s whims. Moses and the 
prophets did not hesitate to call attention to acts of in- 
fidelity and injustice on the part of their kings. Nathan 
rebuked David (II Samuel 12:7) and John the Baptist, 
Herod (Matthew 14:4). In a democracy, where we are 
not mere subjects, but rulers as well, the Christian has 
the added responsibility not only to obey his govern- 
ment, but to take an active interest in shaping its poli- 
cies. Often politics and occasionally the Church itself 
nullify the church members’ participation in government 
as a Christian. We are fortunate in our division of 
Church and State, but we must be on guard as church 
members to prevent the Church from meddling in af- 
fairs of State and as Christians to keep the State from 
becoming anti-Christian. 


Church and State 
The State should make no demands upon its Chris- 
tian citizens which violate Christian principle. In the 
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realm of conscience, however, there is no disputing and 
when conscience dictates the Christian course, there 
is no question as to the Christian's duty. The rule 
antecedes Christ’s ministry. Daniel refused to obey 
when he was enjoined not to petition anyone but 
Darius (Daniel 6). His companions did likewise under 
Nebuchadnezzar. They said (Daniel 3:18): “Be it known 
unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor 
worship the golden image which thou hast set up.” The 
apostles said (Acts 5:29): “We ought to obey God rather 
than man.” There are three things to remember about 
these acts of defiance: (1) they arose from the ruler’s 
interference in spiritual matters, (2) the refusal to obey 
was squarely based on a conception of the will of God, 
clearly expressed, and (3) the defiance was open, with 
a willingness to accept the consequences and it was 
neither subversive nor evasive. 


Old Problems—Modern Solutions 


Some of the problems confronting the Christian as 
a citizen are easily solved, others are not so simple. We 
sympathize with the early Christians who refused to 
make obeisance before the statues of the deified (?) 
Caesars, but we become impatient with Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses, who protest that the salute to our Flag is a 
species of idolatry. We have no difficulty in applauding 
St. Peter for spreading the Gospel, despite the com- 
mands of the Council. Do we agree with our courts 
when they say that beating a drum on the public square 
is not an essential religious rite? We commend healing 
on the Sabbath in disregard of arbitrary regulations; yet 
we censure parents for refusal to consult a physician for 
their children. 


Be Sure You’re Right—Then Go Ahead 


Many situations likely to arise may present no prob- 
lems (1) if we try to grasp Christ’s whole message and 
meaning, instead of insisting upon the literal interpreta- 
tion of isolated texts; (2) if we distinguish between our 
opinions and judgments and our conscience; (3) if we 
distinguish between doubt and conviction; (4) if we 
guard against our own hidden or mixed motives; (5) if 
we're certain we aren’t courting the fame of martyrdom. 


What May or May Not Be Conscience 


The second test is the stumbling block for most of 
us. We have a fixed opinion upon a particular subject 
and we believe any other action would be wrong. The 
decision, however, lies with the “powers that be”. It is 
our Christian duty as citizens to advocate what we be- 
lieve to be right action. If eventually the powers that 
be decide on another course, and fulfillment of the na- 
tional program requires our cooperation, then it becomes 
our Christian duty to cooperate, much as we may de- 
plore the decision reached or may fear its consequences 
—unless our conscience convinces us that the part we are 
asked to play clearly violates our Christian Principles. 
Before we defy constituted authorities in their field, let’s 
be certain it is actually conscience and not merely vacil- 
lation, chagrin, umbrage, pride or stubbornness that is 
dictating our actions. If conscience compels us to defy 
authority, then we must embrace martyrdom. 
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Some Attributes of Christian Patriotism 

Christian patriotism—the Christian’s attitude toward 
participation in and support of his government—is then 
(1) active, not passive; (2) courageous, not cowardly; 
(3) open, not sniping; (4) informed, not blind or indif- 
ferent; (5) generous, not selfish; (6) all-out, not grudg- 
ing; (7) long-suffering, not carping; (8) constructive, not 
subversive; (9) liberal, not provincial or log-rolling; 
and (10)—in all, through all and above all—Christian. 
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July 11, 1943 
Third Sunday after Trinity 
“IN WHAT IS VICTORY?” 


Romans 8 :31-39 
Rey. Oscar Blackwelder, D.D., Washington, D. C. 


Our nation is now engaged in the most colossal war 
of all time. More men and women are engaged in the 
armed services than ever in our history or that of the 
world. Our taxes are the heaviest we have ever been 
asked to pay and probably will be much heavier. Our 
national debt is so tremendous that our financial struc- 
ture may be impaired. Every person, thoughtful and 
otherwise, is asking daily, what does it all mean? Are 
the sacrifices worth the goal? Are we going to get 
anything out of this war other than military victory, 
such as World War I? How may the sacrifices of the 
cream of our youth and the best years of middle-aged 
people be conserved for the highest purposes? What is 


victory? Hence, this topic, “In What Is Victory?” 
1. Victory for most people means, first of all, mili- 


tary victory. The defeat of the Axis powers seems to 
them to be the first and necessary step toward anything 
constructive. It is tragic beyond any words or imagina- 
tion when such nations as Japan, Italy and Germany 
get into such ruthless hands and leadership. Their op- 
pression of small nations, their tyrannical abuse of the 
Jews, their false racial assumptions, their persecution of 
the Church, their abuse of power, their greed for terri- 
torial expansion in a day when the world is developed 
beyond that way of doing business! This is for many 
people the bill of indictment which demands military 
victory first. 

2. But what will victory include beside the triumph 
of arms? Will the world be any further after victory 
comes than the lamentable results of the Versailles 
Treaty after World War I? Will strong nations com- 
mitted to the democratic principles stand together in 
defense of weaker and smaller nations and take a con- 
structive attitude of good will toward the nations de- 
feated on the field of battle? More than a just peace is 
a merciful peace where the strong bear the infirmities 
of the weak. That should come in the victory. That 
spirit will build a commonwealth of nations to organize 
the world for orderly settlement of national quarrels. 

3. Victory should bring to each nation an inside 
reassessment of that nation’s part in causing this world 
debacle. This is a world war and while certain nations 
or their leaders precipitated the struggle or lighted the 
match, every competent student knows that there is not 
a nation on earth that has not contributed its share 
toward racial misunderstanding, toward monopolizing 


JULY-AUGUST, 1943 


natural resources, toward holding weaker, poorer edu- 
cated or more backward peoples in subjugation or serf- 
dom, toward national narrowness and egotism. A widely 
known writer asserts, “Hitler caused the war and we 
caused Hitler.” Only history can prove or disprove that 
statement. But victory should bring a reassessment of 
each nation’s part in causing this world debacle. 

4. Out of the victory should come a bigger world- 
consciousness for the Church. At least a minority of the 
Church are “missionary minded” folks and have always 
had the world outlook but the millions of American 
youth on foreign soil will give America a majority of 
world-minded people. For the rest of their lifetimes they 
will think in world terms. “I have been there, myself” 
will be their spirit. The Church has the chance of 
modern history to capitalize on this tremendous expe- 
rience of American and world youth to build a world 
spirit larger than she has ever done before. It will not 
be “Foreign Missions” anymore—but a world Church. 
Our present slogan is headed right: Lutheran WORLD 
Action. 

5. The writer has recently made a rather careful 
survey of the numerous letters received from a large 
number of young men and women in the Nation’s serv- 
ices. In every congregation and Luther League this 
group well nigh holds the future. Seven impressions the 
writer has gained from the service letters: (1) These 
young folks are growing faster in a few months or a 
year than they would normally grow in many years, or 
if ever; (2) they realize they belong to certain patterns 
of life which they used to take for granted but now deep- 
ly value: home and Church, first; (3) they are reaching 
for ideals big enough and strong enough to justify the 
dirt, hardness and cruelty through which they are pass- 
ing; (4) they are interested in personal destiny and so 
prayer holds a first place in their letters and thinking; 
(5) they have a world-mindedness; (6) they- are living 
sacrificially without saying much about it and worry- 
ing much less than home folks; (7) without saying so 
arrogantly, they are resolved to settle some problems 
when they get back that sociologists and theologians 
have been trying to settle for years. Victory should mean 
the opportunity for world youth to do constructively 
what they are now doing in a military fashion. 

6. “The Kingdom of God” includes an obligation to 
the world on the part of Christians to tackle earth’s 
hardest problems. This kingdom is not a set of blue 
prints. That would be too easy. This kingdom brings a 
new light under which men can study their problems. 
It brings a new atmosphere of understanding and ap- 
preciation in which men can debate delicate and embar- 
rassing questions. It brings a new fellowship already 
established which transcends all national boundaries and 
crosses all battle lines. These three are indispensables 
in achieving permanent victory. 

Included in permanent victory is some kind of world 
organization which will make another war impossible or 
provide the machinery for doing so. 

Included, also, is every cultural, religious and social 
interchange between nations so that people come to ap- 
preciate and understand each other’s point of view and 
national destiny. 
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July 18, 1943 
Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
AMERICA’S RESPONSIBILITY TO OTHER 
NATIONS 
Isaiah 2:2-4 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 
What of America? 

The twentieth century has been marked by three 
great calamities—two World Wars and a universal de- 
pression. Yet despite the hazards and uncertainties of 
the times, America has survived and is now looked up 
to as one of the strongest nations in the world. No 
land has at any time in history experienced such a rapid 
advance in special and material gains for its people. 
Free schools, public libraries, churches and medical 
clinics are available to a majority of Americans. By 
private or public means, most people are assured security 
in their old age. The general standard and scale of liv- 
ing has been greatly elevated. The life of man has been 
lengthened by several years, and cures have been found 
for formerly fatal diseases. Though we are for the most 
part inclined to take it for granted, the drama of de- 
velopment which has unfolded about us has been excit- 
ing and stimulating. 

Just Beginning 

The path of post-war adventure and development 
will not stop at home. Africa, China, Europe, South 
America are to be given support in reconstruction and 
in the re-establishment of international justice and good 
will among the nations of the world. We cannot avoid 
our international responsibilities even if we would. 

In contrast, Europe and much of the Orient will be 
blighted with a confused state of affairs, destitute busi- 
ness and starving peoples. As the most powerful nation 
on the earth, America will have no alternative, in the 
name of decency or in the cause of self-interest, but to 
help bring order out of this interminable chaos. No 
other nation will be physically, or mentally capable, of 
assuming responsibility of world leadership. In no other 
way can we prevent wholesale starvation, anarchy, the 
rise of terrorism and dictatorships. It is one way that 
we can assure permanent peace and progress in tomor- 
row’s international world. 

Where will the money come from to build the bet- 
ter world of tomorrow? 

What will be required of us in helping to solve these 
problems? How do you think the nations of Europe, 
and the Orient will respond to our Good Samaritan 
tactics? 

Work Together 

In an address delivered before the United Nations 
at Constitution Hall, Washington, D. C., on February 
15, 1943, Walter Nash, the Minister from New Zealand, 
said, “Economic questions go very deep into the reali- 
ties of life. They are questions on which feelings can 
run very high and very bitterly. We must, therefore, try 
to get them solved while we are still welded together by 
_the sense of common danger and common purpose, or 
else we may have great difficulty in getting the necessary 
agreement after the war and this is the thing in which 
the British Commonwealth must play its part. It is a 
thing also in which the United States and every other 
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country of the world, including Russia, must play their 
part. We need this kind of reconstruction council and 
we need it now. To postpone it is simply to postpone 
coming to grips with reality.” 

This statement of one who is conversant with the 
present trends in world affairs leads us to believe that if 
the American public opinion is anxious to see the exten- 
sion of self-government to ultimate complete independ- 
ence, then they must accept their full responsibilities for 
the maintenance of peace and security in the world in the 
future, and joining with other nations endeavor to de- 
velop a United Nations body in the post war world. 

How do you feel about America taking the lead in 
developing a United Nations body? 


What About the Church? 
From the Biennial meeting of the Federal Council 
of Churches, held in Cleveland, Ohio, December 8-11, 
1942, we enter some extracts from the pronouncements 
of this convention. 


The Christian Objectives 

“1. To maintain responsible freedom of thought, 
freedom of conscience, freedom of economic 
opportunity, freedom of worship and of reli- 
gious life; 

2. To establish for all men a system of justice based 
on law; 

3. To develop a brotherhood of equal opportunity 
for all races; 

4. To work for a political world-order which shall 
more fully express the unity of mankind as 
one family of God; 

5. To educate youth in the understanding of Chris- 
tian objectives and personal commitment to 
them. 


We do not hold that these Christian goals would be- 
come wholly impossible in the case of an Axis military 
victory; God has ways of working that are beyond our 
human limitations. He has used for His Kingdom the 
loyal witness of Christians even in the face of the worst 
tyranny. But we are obligated as Christians to exercise 
such foresight as He has given us to make practical de- 
cisions in the light of our best understanding of the 
moral consequences and in accordance with the dictates 
of conscience. 

We do not hold that a victory of the United Na- 
tions would, in itself, guarantee the achievement of any 
Christian goals. Their achievement, which is the essen- 
tial victory for which Christians strive, depends upon 
the acceptance of the will of God in the hearts of men. 
But we are convinced, beyond any room for doubt, that 
the external conditions will be vastly more favorable to 
working for Christian social objectives in the event of 
the military success of the United Nations than in the 
event of their defeat. A victory of the United Nations 
would at least afford in many lands a degree of freedom 
in Christian service of which—so far as human eye can 
see—an Axis victory would rob us. No thoughtful Chris- 
tian, therefore, can be indifferent to the outcome of the 
war. 

We make our judgment with the greater confidence 
because we know that in Axis nations themselves there 
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are many Christians who hold the same view, who see as 
clearly as we the radical contradiction between Chris- 
tianity and Naziism, and who share with us the convic- 
tion that the triumph of Nazi principles would be a dis- 
aster to ecumenical Christianity. The triumph of an un- 
qualified nationalism, such as is rooted in the state 
Shintoism of Japan, would be likewise hostile to the 
ecumenical ideal. 

As Christians we take our stand not as the mouth- 
piece of any national cause but as members of a world- 
wide fellowship. We, therefore, renounce hatred and 
vengeance for the people of the lands with whose gov- 
ernmental regimes our nation is at war and we com- 
mit ourselves to working for a just and durable peace 
as the outcome of the victory of righteousness that we 
seek.” 

Do you agree that these are the Christian objectives 
for us to follow? What do you think the Church should 
do now in stimulating an interest in the post war world? 
What other responsibilities do you feel we in America 
have toward the other nations of the world? 
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July 25, 1943 
Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
A CHRISTIAN STATESMAN— 
WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN 
Jeremiah 1 :4-10 
Rev. John W. Cobb, Blacksburg, Virginia 

The story of the entire life of William Jennings 
Bryan reflects the Christianity by which he lived. His 
every walk and conversation was permeated by a fire 
that burned brightly within him—the fire of spiritual 
fervor. 

It shall be my purpose, in the interest of a character 
study of a genuinely Christian man, to bring to the fore- 
front some of the events and forces which worked to 
produce such a man. 


The Product of Religious Home Life 

Born at Salem, Illinois, in 1860, William Jennings 
Bryan spent his early days in a deeply religious home 
environment. His father and mother were Church mem- 
bers of the Baptist faith, The son “grew up” in the 
Sunday School and when fourteen years of age, united 
with the Presbyterian Church, following a local revival. 

Among the active Christian practices of that early 
home life were: the strict observance of Sunday, ex- 
tensive reading of the Bible, and a very active family 
prayer-life with firm belief in the efficacy of prayer. The 
story is related that Bryan’s father made it a rule to pray 
at least three times daily at regular times. He is pic- 
tured in the midst of a court room during sessions over 
which he presided as judge, bowing in prayer as the 
clock struck the hour of noon. 

Such home training implanted good impressions 
that remained in the life of the illustrious son of the 
household. Such training drew forth from young Bryan 
early ambitions to become either a minister of the Gos- 
pel or a lawyer, like his father. Strange events culmi- 
nated in his selection of the latter as his chosen field of 
endeavor, but there ever remained with him a strong 
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leaning toward the former. In fact, later in life he oc- 
cupied numerous pulpits as a lay-preacher. 

In his own life practice of religion prevailed—the 
customs he had learned early became a part of his own 
home life. He maintained throughout his life the Family 
Altar; grace was said at every meal with the family 
joining audibly; he was known as a temperate man and 
in later life became famous as a teacher of Adult Sun- 
day School classes. 

Early Life 

While in college the interests of Bryan were chiefly 
taken up with oratory and debating. Early out-door life 
had equipped him with strength of body and soundness 
of mind. While failure was not unknown to him in his 
early days of public speaking, nevertheless, he soon be- 
gan to show some of the qualities that were later to 
characterize his efficiency in the art of eloquence. We 
quote from his class oration, given as Senior Class 
Orator in 1881: 

“Character is the entity, the individuality of the per- 
son shining from every window of the soul, either as a 
beam of purity, or as a clouded ray that betrays the im- 
purity within. The contest between light and darkness, 
right and wrong, goes on—and this is the all-important 
question which comes to us in accents ever growing 
fainter as we journey from the cradle to the grave, 
‘Shall those characters be good or bad’?” 

From the death of his father when Bryan was twen- 
ty, he became ever the more interested in the use of 
the Bible as the inspired Word of God and the founda- 
tion of all wisdom. 

He was popular as a student and considered a “regu- 
lar fellow’ among his associates, not because of the 
social drink (he was a total abstainer), but because he 
loved people. 

His marriage to Mary Baird was most successful 
and founded upon the same Christian principles by which 
they both lived. 


The Religious-minded Statesman 

To enumerate the interests and endeavors of Bryan 
the Statesman would be to sketch the Political and Diplo- 
matic History of the United States from 1896, when he 
was first nominated as Democratic candidate for Presi- 
dent, to 1925, the year of his death. He spoke on every 
subject vital to public interest during that period of his 
active political life. Someone has said of him that, 
“though he was not always right intellectually, his heart 
was always right.’ He acted many times from his heart. 
His characteristic method was to make a moral issue 
out of most of the questions he treated. Nominated as 
candidate for the presidency three times he was never 
elected to that high office, but was always active in the 
shaping of policies of the nation. He served as Secre- 
tary of State for two years under President Wilson. 
His political accomplishments may truly be said to have 
been great. 

We are told that while he was in Congress he regu- 
larly took an hour from Sunday sessions of that body 
to lecture on The Divinity of Christ at a church on 
Capitol Hill. 

In all his political relations he freely used quota- 
tions from scripture to emphasize and give light to the 
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thoughts of his heart. He received the name, “The 
Great Commoner,” because of his great interest in the 
masses. His every thought was for the average and 
below-the-average citizen. A quotation gathered from 
one of his campaign speeches accents his right to this 
title: 

“When the meek and lowly Nazarene came to preach 
‘peace on earth, good will to men,’ He was not wel- 
comed by those who ‘devour widows’ houses and for a 
pretense make long prayers. By whom was He wel- 
comed? The Scriptures tells us that when He gave that 
great commandment, ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself,’ the common people heard Him gladly.” (From 
Chicago Labor Day Speech) 

Bryan, the statesman, opposed war in any of its 
forms. He even opposed the policies of his Chief Execu- 
tive and so resigned from the highest office he ever at- 
tained, yet when war came he volunteered his services to 
his country as a private soldier. 

As a statesman he maintained cordial relations with 
all religious groups and was successful in his dealing 
with them above most of his contemporaries. 


The Orator—Builder of Fine Lectures 

In his best days, Bryan was unsurpassed in the 
world in the field of oratory. His first great success 
politically was the result of his famous speech known as 
“The Cross of Gold” (title taken from its last para- 
graph) which he delivered at the Chicago National 
Democratic Convention in 1896. At once he was rocketed 
to fame on the basis of this speech. 

As a Chatauqua speaker he was in great demand and 
his most famous Chatauqua lecture, “The Prince of 
Peace” became finally a presentation of his chief reli- 
gious ideas. A brief outline of this speech is worthwhile: 

1. Christ deserves to be called the “Prince of Peace” 
because He gave us assurance that a line of communica- 
tion can be established between the Father above and 
the children below. 

2. He deserves this title because He gave us as- 
surance of immortality. 

3. He deserves the title because He has given us 
the measure of greatness which promotes peace. 

4. Christ deserves the title, ‘“Prince of Peace’ be- 
cause He has given us a formula for propagating truth. 
“Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.” 

This lecture carried him throughout the United 
States and Canada, to Tokyo, Manila, Bombay, Cairo, 
and Jerusalem. His world tour with this speech was a 
high spot in his career. 


Defender of the Faith 

The career of William Jennings Bryan came to a 
fitting climax in his famous and successful prosecution 
in the Stokes trial of Dayton, Tennessee. There, the 
“Great Commoner” successfully met the greatest legal 
mind of that day, in the person of Clarence Darrow, 
who was the leader of the counsel for the defendant. 
The case involved at first the violation of Tennessee’s 
anti-evolution laws and the defendant was a young school 
teacher charged with teaching evolutionary theory in the 
public schools. While the case in itself was important, 
what was more important to Bryan in his great stand 
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was the vindication before the world of his Christian 
faith which was now under fire. 

The incident was filled with drama from beginning 
to end. It well illustrated Bryan’s dramatic use of God’s 
Word as a powerful weapon for the cause of true reli- 
gion. He quoted from the Bible throughout the trial. 

The trial attracted the interest of the nation’s press 
and Bryan, with his firmness of Christian conviction, 
won the decision of the court for his worthy cause. The 
decision which was so important to him came unex- 
pectedly soon and prevented his deliverance of another 
great speech which he had written with the intention of 
using to close the case. 

A few days after the decision of the court was an- 
nounced in his favor, Bryan died on the scene of the 
court battle—a champion of the cause of righteousness. 
He died as he had lived, with his Bible near him. 

His last speech, which was one of the most religious 
of all, was published by his wife soon after his death. 
In his entire life he demonstrated the stability of im- 
movable moral conviction. 


(Quotations of speeches taken from “The Life of William 


Jennings Bryan,” Herrick and Herrick, Buxton.) 
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August 1, 1943 
Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
CHRISTIANITY MAKES LIFE HAPPIER 
John 16 :22-33 
Rey. Theodore Hartig, Ashern, Manitoba, Canada 
It Dispells the Gloom of Sorrow 

Christ does not say there shall be no sorrow any- 
more. He recognizes the fact of sorrow. It was written 
over the faces of His disciples when they heard that He 
would leave them for a while. But He does not stop 
there, merely acknowledging that there is sorrow in life. 
He has a word of encouragement: I will see you again 
and your heart shall rejoice. I am sure that did some- 
thing to the disciples in their hour of trial. Though 
they did not by any means understand fully, and though 
they were still to go through the actual experience of 
seeing their Master on the cross, they doubtlessly felt 
the lifting power of His words, and life was not all 
sorrow. Is it not so that when a great sorrow hits us, 
there is no denying the sorrow, yet beyond it, because 
of the message of Christianity, there is hope, and life 
is happier as a result? I think of bereavement in the 
family, a time when deep wounds are suddenly cut, and 
thank God for the help He gives at just such a time, en- 
abling one to bear the loss with fortitude, in the knowl- 
edge that such was the Father’s will. Sorrow is there, 
but the gloom which hung like a cloud over one, is dis- 
pelled. Come with me into the home of a new settler. 
The family has just recently arrived from the city, and 
wants to start afresh. There are young children in the 
family, the mother has a very poor heart, the father 
is very, very poor. Winter is at the very doorstep, and 
they have yet to find a house, and as likely as not will 
also have to build a barn. Finally, the place is found, 
a two-room structure in a sad state of disrepair. There 
is no barn; one has to be built from logs. It is a hard 
and bitter job for the father to find the necessary help, 
and do his share also. The barn which comes first is not 
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yet finished when the first snow comes. 
and cattle freeze for lack of shelter. 

Though things look bad, as bad as I’ve seen them, 
they manage, without a word of complaint to me. Some- 
how it is not even a gloomy atmosphere you enter when 
you cross their threshold, because you know here is a 
calm trust in the Lord, especially on the part of the 
good mother. Yes, truly, Christianity makes life hap- 
pier. But perhaps you are not shrouded in the gloom 
of sorrow or privation, and can enjoy the blessings of 
good fortune. Does Christianity make life happier for 
you? It can, and should. Think it over. 


Both people 


Its Joy Remains 

That is the promise of the Lord. “I will see you 
again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man 
taketh from you.’ The excitement that was theirs when 
it was rumored that the Lord had risen! And the joy 
that was theirs when they actually saw Him! It went 
with them into their respective fields of labor, so that 
we can be sure that they went out preaching the glad 
tidings with joy in their hearts. Surely Peter would not 
have written about a “joy unspeakable and full- of 
glory” without first having experienced it himself. And 
make no mistake, this joy was a fruit of faith. It is 
marvelous to think that in spite of much unhappiness, 
hardship, discouragement, deep sorrow, there can yet 
be found joy. The reason for this is to be sought in 
the words of Paul, when he said: “If in this life only 
we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miser- 
able.” So cruelly were they treated. They had the hope 
of eternal life, when all trial and trouble would be over, 
and they showed it in their patient bearing of their 
cross here on earth. Looking unto such a goal, can 
anyone be otherwise than happy? Let us ask ourselves 
this question: What is the matter with us if we are not 
happy in the Christian way? Are we looking too much 
for happiness in the temporal and transitory? Happi- 
ness does not consist in externals: Drinking-dancing 
parties will not bring it, as those have admitted who 
have tried to find happiness that way. Abiding joy is 
joy in the Lord, and can be your possession too. “You 
do not have to postpone your feasting upon Christ till 
you see Him face to face. Feed on Him this day. You 
need not wait for the joys of the Holy Spirit till you 
have shaken off this cumbrous clay; the joy of the Lord 
is your strength today.” Try Him, and rejoice in the 
Lord alway. 


Its Joy is the Result of Receiving 

But before we receive, we must ask not in any old 
way but in the proper way, which is in the name of 
Jesus. It is not always easy to ask. The person who 
does, shows that he is not independent but very much 
dependent. Most of us like to think that we can get 
along by ourselves. We are only fooling ourselves, how- 
ever. We were meant to have associations with others, 
to help others if we would be helped. The confession 
that we cannot get along without God is a great one, 
and the prerequisite of receiving. In all its fullness it is 
a confession of sin, and known to us as Repentance. The 
person who really confesses sin, and is sorry for sin, is 
repentant; such a person, if he or she will only look to 
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Jesus, and ask, will receive forgiveness, life and salva- 
tion. That is to say, the person asking in Jesus’ name 
and not in his or her own name, will be answered. That 
applies to us all. Should we not be thankful and happy 
that this is so? If we would but realize how much there 
is to receive from the hands of Him who says: “Be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world.” If we did, 
we would ask again and again, in Jesus’ name, and be 
in possession of the promise of the Lord, and live, re- 
joicing in Him. Let us ask, that we may receive, and 
rejoice with the faithful, sing, work and play to the 
glory of God. 

Remember, there is no joy like the Christian’s. It 
dispels the gloom of darkness, it abides, and comes as 
a result of receiving Jesus into our hearts. May such 
joy be yours and mine. 
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August 8, 1943 
Seventh Sunday after Trinity 
WHY SOME PLEASURES MAY BE DANGEROUS 
II Timothy 3:1-5 
Rey. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Life is the measure of love, conduct of creed. Since 
pleasures are a part of the normal life, they help to 
measure our Christianity. Perhaps they are a sharper 
measure than our work. There is a certain amount of 
restraint in business that makes honesty not the best 
policy but the easiest way. In school life rules and 
regulations help to keep us true to our tasks. But in our 
pleasures there is much less restraint. This is especially 
true if we are away from the home folks. We are free 
to go about as far as we feel like going. The very free- 
dom of choice of pleasures makes them a real test of our 
Christianity. 

Applied to Christianity 

We now ask the question: What have our pleasures 
to do with our Christianity? They either make us more 
or less fit physically and mentally for Christian service. 
If they are the right kind of pleasures, they increase our 
power for Christ. If they are the right kind of pleas- 
ures and rightly undertaken, they increase our ability to 
comradeship, they teach us self-control, they train us to 
be fair to those who participate with us or oppose us, 
they add to our store of useful knowledge, they assure us 
that talent must be backed by training and prizes 
awarded not by luck but by merit. 

Dangerous Diversions 

It has been always true that sin attracts. Satan 
would be unworthy of his position were he not able to 
devise alluring fronts for his enticements. But every- 
thing that seems good is not good, just as everything 
that seems desirable does not always leave a good taste. 
We are surrounded by a good many attractive and ap- 
pealing pleasures today and some of them are very 
dangerous diversions. 

(List on the blackboard those pleasures that you 
think are dangerous and let the group express them- 
selves as to why they are dangerous. Let us take an 
example): 

Games of Chance 

Games of chance flourish on every hand, betting in 

connection with every sport event, confidence games, 
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slot machines, bingo parties. There are bills before a 
number of State legislatures this year to allow these 
games of chance to be licensed. Even churches at times 
use some form of gambling to raise money. Why is this 
pleasure a danger? 
Difficult to Decide 

It is difficult to know what pleasures are best for 
several reasons. In the first place there is a great deal 
of difference of opinion as to what is the bes® type of 
pleasure. Another reason is that we have not learned to 
plan our pleasures for ourselves. We are in the habit 
of doing the things the crowd wants to do, which means 
that we are really bored when we should be interested. 
Another reason is that many of us are in the habit of 
choosing “ready made” pleasures. This means that in- 
stead of choosing our own good times, what we really 
do is to pay our admission fee and then take what some- 
body else has decided we should see or hear. Some- 
times this is good, at other times it becomes a very 
dangerous procedure in seeking out our pleasures in life. 


Situations Must Be Considered 

There are situations which often make a clear-cut 
decision difficult, and may play a great part in chang- 
ing the attitude toward the pleasure as to whether it 
is dangerous or not. Certain factors enter into the pic- 
ture. The time, place, money, cost, all may be con- 
tributing factors in determining as to whether the pleas- 
ure is dangerous or not. 

Certain pleasures in some company may be harm- 
less, but actually dangerous in other company. What 
will the cost be? is the question that must be considered. 
We must also know that the vogue in one community 
is a scandal in another. Weigh every angle before de- 
ciding whether the pleasure is dangerous to you or to 
others associated with you. 


What Shall I Do? 

How frequently that question arises as we face the 
situations and demands for pleasures in the present-day 
world. What things are right and what are wrong? Let 
us state that the only standard of right is the Word and 
law of God. Our decision cannot be based on whether 
we can get by with it or whether or not others do it. 
We must follow the law of love for God and others, 
keeping in mind that we can best obey its dictates when 
we have a clean mind, body and soul. Fhen the applica- 
tion to individual acts must be made for ourselves. 

Each person must decide for himself what his in- 
terpretation of the divine standard shall be. As children 
of light it behooves us to set the pace in constraint and 
care. Keep Christ in your heart at all times. Live as 
in His presence and your pleasures will be helpful and 
happy. 

xk kk 
August 15, 1943 
Eighth Sunday after Trinity 
HOW PLEASANT THINGS INCREASE 
SPIRITUAL LIFE 
Psalm 16 
Rev. Paul M. Kinports, D.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Does this sound like a strange topic for a Luther 

League meeting? How pleasant things increase spirit- 
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ual life! Perhaps when you were first asked to lead this 
meeting you wondered just what pleasant things there 
were that would increase our spiritual life and why we 
should discuss such a subject. 

We talk sometimes in our Luther League meeting 
about the active, aggressive side of Christian life, about 
changing conditions that are wrong, about making our 
church, our school, our community and our world bet- 
ter, about extending Christ’s kingdom unto the utter- 
most parts of the earth. This is a very important part 
of our work to think about, but we must not forget how- 
ever, that there is another side to the Christian life, 
what we might call an inner side. It is this side which 
gives us the ability to see and appreciate the great spirit- 
ual values in life, which puts the same joy and péace and 
light in our souls that Jesus had and which makes us 
grow a personality that is strong and radiant in all the 
circumstances of life. It is this side which gives us 
strength to do all the active work of making our Chris- 
tian life helpful and courageous. 

We want, therefore, to get some idea as to what the 
pleasant things are that increase our spiritual life. We 
want to first hear the story of 


Brother Lawrence 

There lived, so the story is told, in a monastery in 
the Middle Ages, a humble monk whose name was 
Brother Lawrence. When he came to the monastery as 
a young man he had two great dreams. One was to 
spread the Word of God by lettering and illuminating 
manuscripts of the Bible. The other was to praise God 
by singing beautiful anthems and hymns in the church 
choir. 

But in spite of his great earnestness, Brother Law- 
rence’s fingers were too clumsy and too slow to work on 
the delicate and expensive manuscripts of the Bible, 
and his voice did not add to the beauty of the church 
choir. He was put at one job after another but always 
someone else could do it better and more quickly. 

Finally it fell to Brother Lawrence’s lot to wash the 
dishes in the monastery kitchen and at this job he 
stayed. At first it seemed to him a strange and cruel 
thing that he who wanted to serve God should be set 
to washing dishes. And then, slowly, for Brother Law- 
rence’s brain did not work quickly, a great thought 
came to him. One night, with slow and careful fingers, 
he lettered his thought upon a fragment of cast-off 
parchment. The next day a sign hung over the sink in 
the monastery kitchen. It read, ‘Brother Lawrence, 
Dishwasher for God.” 

Church Attendance 

We go to church and surely we recognize church 
going as a privilege and pleasure. All down through 
history it is in church that the great quest for God has 
been kept alive and from the church services men have 
warmed their souls to go forth and give the message to 
others. 

Julia Ward Howe who wrote the “Battle Hymn of 
the Republic,” was a devoted church-goer. “On Sunday,” 
she wrote a friend, “we bring our worn coppers to God, 
and take away a shining gold piece.” 

; It is true that the minister’s sermons may some- 
times seem tedious, but we don’t go to church just to 
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listen to the minister, although we can always find 
something in his sermon that will be helpful to help us 
live better lives. 

Chiefly what we go to church for is to listen to 
God’s voice in our own hearts and be strengthened in 
our spiritual life to face the world with courage and 
greater faith. 

Our Reading 

Yes it is true we do much reading while we are 
in school and it is to be hoped that all young people 
realize what a privilege that is! The wise man said, 
“Reading maketh a full man,” and we should surely be 
glad that we can read. But it is not the so-called “re- 
quired reading” that we are concerned about but the 
pleasure-reading, the kind of reading that we do in our 
spare time, when we sit down and read purely for our 
own pleasure and amusement. There is a great deal 
of reading material which we should leave strictly alone. 
There are some books which should belong on “the for- 
bidden list’ of all Christians. There are books that 
will give you true satisfaction and will stimulate your 
inner being. Have you seen the reading course put out 
by The Luther League of America? Write to them for 
the list. These are the books that will edify you. 

Of course, we will not overlook the pleasure that 
comes from reading the Bible. The Christian will also 
read good magazines. Every Leaguer should read “The 
Luther League Review.” This is our own youth maga- 
zine and is well worth while getting each month to add 
to our “must” reading, as it will be stimulating to our 
spiritual life and work. 


Our Service 

We surely all get a great thrill out of serving our 
fellowmen. The follower of Jesus Christ shifts the cen- 
ter of his life from himself and his own happiness to 
other people and the service we render to them not only 
helps them but aids in the strengthening of our own 
spiritual life. One of the great spiritual laws of the 
world is that happiness comes not to those who seek it 
but to those who become busy thinking about other peo- 
ple and doing things for them. If your situation in life 
offers you many opportunities to do things for other 
people, then enjoy it to the full for you can be a very 
happy person. One thing however, we must remember, 
and that is that this happiness does not come to people 
who serve grudgingly or self-righteously. It comes only 
to those who honestly and whole-heartedly put other 
people first and look for opportunities to help. 

Conclusion 

A Christian’s inner spiritual life is strengthened 
and there comes to him peace and joy: (1) in the ap- 
preciation of the deepest spiritual values in the pleasures 
we enjoy; (2) a desire to be of service to others; (3) to 
accomplish this in our own lives. 
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August 22, 1943 
Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
GOOD MANNERS IN CHURCH AND SOCIETY 
I Corinthians 14:40 
Harry Hodges 


Someone has said that good manners in Society are 
the marks of a lady and a gentleman. Then by the same 
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token, good manners in Church are the marks of a 
Christian lady and gentleman. 

The writer chances to be one who was raised on 
the social code. He remembers having drilled into him 
in his youth: “You may break the decalogue and be 
forgiven, break the social code and you are never for- 
given.” 

Mrs. Grundy has always been relentless in her ad- 
herence to the rules of social good form. During the 
first world war many of these rules went into the dis- 
card on the part of many, but among the best people 
they are still observed. 

The writer is no prude but he views with alarm the 
disregard today on the part of many of the rules of 
good form which obtained yesterday. 

The time is not far distant when no gentleman sat 
in a street car and permitted a lady to stand. Perhaps 
no gentleman does today but lots of men do. 

No gentleman smoked while talking to a lady but 
today men puff smoke in their faces. And the ladies 
puff back. 

No gentleman permitted a lady to pay for enter- 
tainment. Now they go “Dutch” and at times the lady 
pays the bill. 

A gentleman stepped back and allowed a lady to 
precede him, now men push on ahead. 

When a lady entered a room, gentlemen arose; 
now men stay put. 

When a lady left a room, a gentleman arose and 
opened the door for her; now she fumbles with the knob 
herself. 

A lady entered a conveyance first and the gentleman 
followed; now the order is reversed. 

And so we might go on. 

Petty things, you say. It is our treatment of women 
that has helped to make us the nation that we are. Let 
us have a care lest we lose our heritage. 

We were not placed in this world to gain for our- 
selves but to serve others. 

What is your attitude toward your fellow man? 

Do you treat him as an equal regardless of his posi- 
tion in life, or do you cringe before him if his position is 
higher than yours and bully him if it is lower? 

Remember God’s treatment of you in spite of your 
short-comings. 

Luther said: “A Christian is the most free lord of 
all and subject to none. A Christian is the most dutiful 
servant of all and subject to everyone.” 

Doubtless an adherence to Luther’s statement would 
make us socially good mannered. 

Sad to relate, many who are socially good-mannered 
are not churchly good-mannered. 

Many who observe decorum in the houses of their 
friends do not observe it in the House of God. Many 
who would make much personal preparation to visit 
the house of a king, make none to visit the house of the 
King of Kings. 

“To Thy Temple I repair, 
Lord, I love to worship there. 


For within the veil I meet 
Christ before the Mercy Seat.” 


Irrespective of our position in life, in Church, before 
God, we are all equal. 
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God’s Son was born of a peasant mother. 

Fortunately, few churches today rent pews, thus 
providing for the rich, the best seats, but would you 
welcome a shabbily-dressed visitor in the pew with you, 
or do you take a seat on the aisle and make late-comers 
climb over you? 

Do you share your book with a neighbor who has 
none and do you find the service page for a stranger? 

Do you assist the faltering and decrepit up and down 
the chancel steps on Communion Sundays? 

Do you leave on Communion Sundays before the 
benediction? You go to the home of no other friend 
and leave before the meal is finished except for very 
good cause. The Church is the House of your best 
Friend and He is present in the Communion. 

Do you criticize the music unkindly? Most churches 
have volunteer singers, who are probably doing their 
best and serving the Church in a greater capacity than 
you. 

If you do not agree with the minister, do not tell 
others; tell him. 

On the way out tell him if the service has helped 
you. 

Before the beginning of the service, do not engage 
in conversation. Remember, you are in the presence of 
God. Remember that you are coming to the House of 
God and dress accordingly. Slacks have no place in 
Church. 

Whenever church dress is discussed, the question 
arises: “May women attend church hatless?’ Many 
quote Saint Paul to the effect that they may not. 

Saint Paul was speaking to the Corinthians in the 
first century concerning a matter which would bring dis- 
repute to the early Church. We are living in the twen- 
tieth century and times have changed and no disrepute 
would today come to the Church because of hatless 
women. 

Even men today go about the streets without hats. 
Is there any law, civil or divine, which makes the non- 
wearing of hats legitimate for men and illegitimate for 
women? : 

Look for things to improve in Church rather than 
disapprove; for things to commend rather than condemn; 
for things to praise rather than censure. 

There is one Lutheran church, known to the writer, 
which is noted for its large attendances in which each 
member is a committee of one to search out absentees. 
Most regular church attendants occupy the same place 
in the Church. Each of the members looks about and if 
a regular attendant is missing, he calls him on the phone, 
stating that his absence was noted. If he should be ill, 
the fact is reported to the Pastor. 

The Scripture passage assigned reads: “Let all 
things be done decently and in order.” This is a man- 
date for both clergy and laity; both sin at times in this 
respect. 

In the Lutheran Church, the ministry is an office 
and not an order. God never committed anything to a 
man or a class of men. All that He committed, He com- 
mitted to the Church. When the company of disciples 
stood before Jesus prior to His ascension and received 
the Great Commission, they were the embryonic Church. 
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All the extra privileges which the minister possesses are 
conferred by the Church. He is one of the Church, but 
trained and set apart to function in certain ways for the 
sake of good order and his office should be respected. 

The Church has formulated a Service and adopted 
rubrics for its conduct. It is not good manners to dis- 
regard either. 

Slouching in the clergy stall, sitting in the chancel 
with legs crossed, walking aimlessly about the chancel 
conferring with another occupant, using the Altar as a 
depository for divers books and papers, using words 
other than those prescribed in distributing the Com- 
munion elements, using personal benedictions and cut- 
ting hymns are not good manners. 

The rule in the Social Code reads: “When sitting, 
keep both feet on the floor.” 

When our ministers are ordained, one admonition is 


_that he be an example. Clergymen may be fine examples 


in manners to their congregations. 

Many of our churches are introducing the Sanctuary 
Lamp, which is symbolic of the presence of God. Per- 
haps if more churches introduced it and the people had 
ever before them a reminder of the Divine Presence, 
their manners would respond in kind. 
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August 29, 1943 
Tenth Sunday after Trinity 
HOW TO BE POPULAR 
Ecclesiastes 9:7-10 
Rev. Charles Harris, Philadelphia, Pa. 
A Definition 

The accepted definition of popularity is “the manifest 
approval or esteem of many persons or the people in 
general.” The term has become almost a touchstone by 
which millions of people hope to rise into the ranks 
of the famous. It is very significant that Dale Carnegie’s 
“How To Win Friends and Influence People,” is “the 
most popular work of non-fiction of our time.’ People 
have an intense desire to be the life of the party, the 
center of attraction, the belle of the ball. And what is 
worse in our day than to be dubbed ‘a wall flower’? 
To help make people like you there are dozens of $ure 
$ucce$$ rules available on charm, poise, etiquette, beauty 
hints and personality development. They are all written 
to improve you in your daily relations with people. Every 
Christian can profit by the study of several good books 
on the development of popularity through improved 
personality. 

Can Christians Be Popular? 

The first problem to be settled is one often asked by 
earnest Christians: “Have Christians the right to be 
popular?” Many fundamentalists will be quick to an- 
swer with an emphatic “no”. And in one sense we agree. 
Jesus Christ was crucified by a crowd with whom He 
was most unpopular. St. Paul, early Christians, Chris- 
tians of the Middle Ages, our Puritan forefathers—all 
were either persecuted, tortured, martyred or driven in- 
to exile because of their unpopularity with non-Chris- 
tians. And the situation has not changed today. Chris- 
tians are not and have no right to be popular with the 
great mass of people who give no thought to the re- 
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ligious aspects of life, whose “God is their belly”, and 
whose pet diversion seems to be ridicule of everything 
that suggests the God of our faith. Christians are a “pe- 
culiar people” to non-Christians, for the latter can never 
understand the Christians’ standard of values, nor can 
Christians accept theirs. Light has no traffic with dark- 
ness except to dispel it. The righteous cannot be com- 
fortably at home with the-unrighteous, else one or the 
other is not living up to his reputation. Between the 
two there is a great gulf fixed that can never be spanned 
by common fellowship and respect so long as the Chris- 
tian remains Christian and the unbeliever spurns Christ. 
With Whom Are Christians Popular? 

Christians have the right to be popular with people 
of like mind, with fellow-Christians and _ spiritually 
wholesome associates. The word is today so cheapened 
by association with glamor and sex appeal, movies and 
radio, newspaper publicity and “fashionable” social 
events, that a large number of Christians shun the idea 
of popularity entirely. That is a misconception of healthy 
Christianity that ought to be corrected. Though Jesus 
was scorned by men of earthly mind He was popular 
with those whose minds were set on things above. His 
twelve disciples eagerly left everything they had in 
terms of material success to share His company. Large 
crowds were always pressing upon Him as He taught. 
He was invited to banquets and wedding feasts. He 
enjoyed the esteem of poor Lazarus and rich Nicodemus. 
He was a popular man (compare Bruce Barton’s, “The 
Man Nobody Knows”). Paul was a miserable physical 
specimen subject to the taunts and persecutions of many 
enemies, yet he enjoyed the regard of a host of friends 
throughout the Roman Empire. The Medieval saints 
won wide acclaim from thousands who came and lived 
with them in monastic communities. Today outstanding 
Christian men attract large public and radio audiences as 
witness to their genuine popularity. 


Christian Popularity 

There is a difference between Dale Carnegie and 
Christian popularity. It is legitimate to win people to 
you and influence them to your way of thinking, but 
Christians must go a step farther. They never seek 
popularity for popularity’s sake, but seek to influence 
others to appreciate not themselves, but Jesus Christ in 
whom they live. Men see Christ in Christians and the 
popular Christian is the one who makes Christ visible. 
To do that demands of him to live a full, robust, well- 
rounded life as Jesus did. Too long have we been 
shackled with the idea that the long-faced, uninteresting, 
spineless milquetoast is somehow the outstanding ex- 
ample of the Christian life, though nobody in sound 
health likes him. Nothing could be farther from the 
ideal. Jesus lived on the plus side of life and He ex- 
pects His followers to do the same. 


Diligent Work 
The man who does his job and does it well is on 
the first rung to popularity, be it the Carnegie or the 
Christ type. Today no one enjoys popular esteem who 
is afraid to do something and do it well. Nor is Chris- 
tianity a glorification of laziness. It is Christianity at 
work that produces changed lives. And Christianity 
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won't work in the man who does not know how to work 
at some daily task with the realization that his work, 
as well as his worship, is a responsibility before God 
and a witness to men. No matter how humble the na- 
ture of his work the Christian believes it to be worthy 
in the sight of God and of men. Luther once said that 
the maid scrubbing the kitchen is doing as noble a work 
as the minister preaching the Word. The industrious 
man becomes the popular man. 


Wholesome Pleasures 

In a sense the Christian is always at work, even 
when he is at leisure, trying by example if not by word, 
to let men see Christ in him. But he has the right to 
relax from his physical labor and enjoy wholesome 
pleasures. Christianity did not come to tone down all 
the bright colors of life into the drab colors of mourn- 
ing, but it exists to brighten and extend those brilliant 
hues of happiness into every avenue of life. So the 
Christian can with profit enjoy and become proficient in 
a sport. He can enjoy a friendly game of cards, attend 
a respectably-conducted dance, drink whatever refresh- 
ments are provided, see a good moving picture, enjoy 
a pipe or a cigarette occasionally, practice the fine art of 
enjoying humor, cultivate friendships with the opposite 
sex, build up a hobby—in short, all the wholesome pleas- 
ures of life are the popular Christian’s to enjoy. 

Guiding Principles 

This is the crucial problem: How far can the Chris- 
tian go in these activities without sacrificing his Chris- 
tian principles on the altar of popularity? No amount of 
rules and formulas will fit every situation. Only guid- 
ing principles are adequate. 


Moderation 

Every human activity has lurking in it one danger: 
lust. And lust includes much more than sex. Any urge 
and activity becomes lust when it becomes strong enough 
to dominate one’s entire personality. Smoking, drinking, 
card-playing, dancing, movies, sports, or money-making, 
are in themselves never sinful. It is when any one or all 
of them become an obsession to the exclusion of wor- 
ship, prayer, charity, and Christian decency that they 
take on an immoral quality. 

Similarly worship, prayer, charity and piety can con- 
ceivably become sin when they are so overdone (as is 
not often the case!) as to warp one’s personality. Mod- 
erate drinking can become drunkenness; card games can 
become gambling; dancing may produce sexual lust; 
money-making can become greed; charity can result in 
pride; piety can be perverted into self-righteousness. It 
is the Christian’s duty to keep that fine balance of all 
things in their proper time, place, and amount so that 
lustful attitudes cannot develop. To do it is to live the 
robust Christian life. Not to do it is to forsake Chris- 
tianity for a cheap popularity that is not worth having. 
Rather be an obscure Christian than a popular heathen. 
It is surely better to be a wholesome Christian with re- 
straint and sensitivity for the rightness and wrongness 
of all things, than a “regular fellow’ with no sense or 
concern for the common principles of Christian decency 
and good manners. 


(Continued on Page 32) 
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Young People 


Quota Senior 
Northern California .... $48.00 $38.35 
1—Southern California... 129.00 139.60 
Columbia District: ~....ccre 48.00 aS 
13—Connecticut ........ 137.00 13715 
LOLIGAA psy, alee cient ees 76.00 54.36 
Georgia-Alabama ....... 165.00 119.09 
GST O18! 9, Fy csenes wits oy onsen 417.00 501.32 
Vi—Tndiana er ss aii hs <c 0 201.00 201.00 
Mwy hel teh=chs-aceect enevake re atose 265.00 125.00 
TR AIISAS ES ope afelevine sues tie acerege 201.00 123.25 
3—Kentucky-Tennessee .. 69.00 69.00 
5—Maryland 505.00 673.49 
10—Michigan ee 131.00 139.26 
Midwest) “s..c.tin « eager 140.00 70.90 
IME TES O Leia cisieis couetestiecere > 218.00 118.20 
7—Mississippi .......... 23.00 23.00 
14—Montana.......... 12.50 12.50 
Nebraska °. 8) ./se sc cates 159.00 113.46 
2—New Jersey ........ 198.00 268.74 
PGW MOONS es hatkvecece eure o.<. 1,006.00 754.13 
9—North Carolina ...... 1,239.00 1,239.04 
BOG) Me eiesererevsitove) sine o-sv0 549.00 551.75 
Pacific Northwest ....... 68.00 9.28 
Pennsylvania: 
Central Penta sesiets.50 1,237.00 1,042.02 
Ministerium 50 issn... 2,185.00 1,803.25 
Pittsburg hie erence a se 630.00 501.71 
12—Rocky Mountain ... 56.00 57.03 
South... Casgolinay) a5)... or. 655.00 509.53 
ARS CIR) o tee or eo emOr 120.00 55.86 
War witntan® as cga lime, erin retgene 646.00 24.23 
4—West Virginia ....... 92.00 92.00 
IWiASConSin’ ye Simita acct. «iene 110.00 40.00 
Inter. Rally—Canada .... 
Manitoba “.-.%... fis Hekenarets 7.00 
Canada, gtias cise. ae 347.18 
Penna. Alumni 5.55 
St. John’s, Lipton, Sask... 6.50 
Frederick L. L., St, Thomas, V. I. 5.00 
4 OL sPuertom Rico. 40.00 
$10,020.84 
KK Keer 
1943 DUES 
June 11, 1943 
State Billed 
6—Northern California, Sa.50. secs es $26.25 
Southecny California. \ocwececa ne. meee 71.00 
S=— Columbia District’ YF. 2s eons eee 12.50 
Conmecticuit« fice. z cas cone aor ae Che ele 44.50 
Po BIOTIGA 4 isc ene trainisi oke ees siege ctate ateneeee stnoerere 40.25 
Georgia-Alabama, 2... teteeee ec tecents 5 78.75 
MMi GIS) 21K aie eetessrare Be 312.50 
Madiazia™ Sic bats sie seus os he ce cike eee hee 152.50 
TOW or shol trans lejorals-are- Wienacvaate a latatecete Goshen hema 92.75 
FAIS torso say ue sse,jartevsoi otreiure, wlae ronatehe eneiec cel ctatole 91.25 
1—Kentucky-Tennessee ..............000- 49.25 
Very Lebel 58 S025 cs at ,0y/ay events) ohauencustohantenstece tolerate ketene 376.75 
NES CU Sa aaye stare! sig. sdoces cereals cc eta ciara tena Pette 60.00 
MidWest diccsyeis.aterac ferais «,s: olsivvoheuarcralterayale eine 145.00 
IMIMIMESOTAy sie vite eyaiten iw eieys,» sys e elec suniem aha evaetvge 140.50 
Mississippr Caits sieve aisle: sss.stelchateletnn charade 18.75 
B= Mombatia. Wortarsrtetats to.a1s) 4's) n.u,cterehouekees fecetaietege 16.25 
Nebraska pe srrasicinerr vsss.< ss, ethan cieteeneretersete 104.50 
3—New., Jersey? ajvaiel«iaielsve «'«. o)aieiaregelaltaetel epee 132.00 
INGwe Work, “iiciie detonate. « «3 se-csnmeystuenectareie 425.00 
North> *Cardlinagr ys 3 tetera i cai oerernthne nee 760.25 
OO: Yoxay-sseliane aves, NGI Ore OMe. «oe eee eco 350.00 
Preiic "Northwest 712i cutectettes « creates 33.50 
Pennsylvania: 
Central ~ Pennsylvanian sei « <cenieee 635.75 
Manisteritinn *!-.: 371s sun 8 oars AO «roars 
Pitts biirglais asi cums lakeyelebareve peas. © 


5—Rocky Mountain 
South Carolina .+..). % 
MOXASH o/c! sje. 6)aitc\'esahe oto avctoaronuaselatele eraeemeMMns ovis" exe 
Virginia” 215 5 lo irae aioe et a Aloteterte MReRMeteie ess enna 
4——Wrest' Virginia « ... sas bo,che siemens aes 
WiStomsiti cisis.c secs stefan eye e erorerenene eeenene er ete 
Catiada fer siicte o.divissare.s wie'o.s ett ae ete enete © 
South Saskatchewan 
Albertay “Wuther’ Tbeague! inc ovr semitones 


Inter. 


$ 5.00 
90 


41.52 


34.20 


$270.01 


Paid 
$26.25 
35.50 
12.50 
11,12 
40.25 
21.50 


46.37 


49.25 
60.75 
38.50 
108.75 


16.25 
132.00 


570.18 
87.50 
16.76 


206.00 
513.47 
122.93 

C175 
233.22 


80.43 
66.75 


4.00 
10.00 


SEE 


$7,057.50 
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$2,541.98 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 
January 1 to May 31, 1943 


Gift 
otal Alumni 
League Quota Paid Loyalty Cont. Mem’ 


Northern California .. $15.00 
2—Southern California 50.00 $51.00 $10.00 $26.00 $15.00 
120. 


Canada Pee.cte reese 0.00 95.00 45.00 5.00 45.00 
Columbia District ... 25.00 

Connecticut 2.00.25 25.00 10.00 10.00 

Blorida, “See Meee 25.00 5.00 ‘ 5.00 
1—Georgia-Alabama .. 45.00 55.15 38.15 2.00 15.00 
Iiflimers tae ere 175.00 18.00 10.00 3.00 5.00 
Indiana vei aaie tant tetarore 85.00 6.00 1.00 5.00 
NOWate a aitcesormete roars 55.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 
Karsas*it.. cece 80.00 4.50 4.50 
Kentucky-Tennessee .. 30.00 

Maryland) ees es 215.00 70.00 45.00 15.00 10.00 
Michipati sR tasradtete of: 35.00 20.00 10.00 10.00 
Midwest’ ccnnaetecre 80.00 7.00 5.00 2.00 
Minnesotan tee seeiel ne 80.00 10.00 5.00 5.00 
MissiSSipPi “seis «6 sie sis 10.00 

Montara Marra carrer 10.00 

Nebraska: of sJagves seuss 60.00 15.00 5.00 10.00 

New Gersey 24... oe mi 75.00 36.00 20.00 6.00 10.06 
New: Worker -eseces 240.00 80.00 70.00 10.00 

North, Carolina josie 425.00 339.00 232.00 77.00 30.00 
Ohio Padeccee suse wed 200.00 65.00 20.00 5.00 40.00 
Pacific Northwest ....° 20.00 

Pennsylvania: 


Central Penna. ... 360.00 195.01 40.00 111.00 44.01 


Ministerium 259.70 75.20 92.00 92.50 
Pittsburgh 24.00 5.00 14.00 5.00 
Rocky Mountain .... 20. 8.00 3.00 5.00 
South Carolina ...... 220.00 65.00 17.00 38.00 10.00 
Mexas Mego ctasi a teres sie 45.00 8.00 5.00 3.00 
Niteeanec) Mp yoninbn cao 180.00 67.31 593 8.00 
Wiest) Vareitiiale. cece. 40.00 
Wisconsine Gemccini <1 25.00 3.00 3.00 
Manitoba “iiocrsctnctsetsie 2.00 2.00 


"$1,525.67 
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$716.66 $457.50 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 


May, 1943 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 31 


CANADA, total 20 


$351.51 


Mrs. H. J. Lamack, Memorialized by St. Peter’s Luther 


League, Heidelberg, Ont. 


Robert William Berry, Memorialized by St. John’s: Luther 


League, Waterloo, Ont. 


Luther Leaguers in Service, by St. Peter’s Luther League, 


Brodhagen, Ont. 


St. Peter’s Luther League, Brodhagen, Ont. 
St. John’s Luther League, Hesson Road, Ont. 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT 


CONNECTICUT, total 2 
First Luther League, Waterbury 


FLORIDA, total 1 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA, total 9 


ILLINOIS, total 4 
Connie Houstrup 


INDIANA, total 2 


IOWA, total 3 
Leila Derby 
Milus Bonker 


KANSAS, total 1 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE 


MARYLAND, total 24 
Betty Jean Butt 


Trinity Luther League, Baltimore 


John T. Loveless, Jr. 


MICHIGAN, total 11 
Pvt. Wayne St. John 


MIDWEST, total 3 
MINNESOTA, total 5 
MISSISSIPPI 
MONTANA 
NEBRASKA, total 10 


NEW JERSEY, total 12 
Henry Beisler 


Luther Leaguers in the Service, by Central District 


Luther League 
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NEW YORK, total 19 


Young People’s Group, Holy Trinity Luther League, 
New York City 

Intermediate Group, Holy Trinity Luther League, 
New York City 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 122 


Captain William Louis Dixon, Jr., Memorialized by St. Mark’s 
Luther League, Charlotte 

Daniels Luther League, Lincolnton 

Lowe’s Luther League, Guilford 

Beck’s Luther League, Lexington 

St. John’s Luther League, Statesville 

Calvary Luther League, Spencer 

St. Mark’s. Luther League, Mooresville 

First Luther League, Albemarle 

Holy Trinity Luther League, Gastonia 

St. John’s Luther League, Cherryville 

Emmanuel Luther League, Lincolnton 

Mt. Hebron Luther League, Hildebran 

St. Stephen’s Luther League, Hickory 

St. James Luther League, Newton 

Grace Luther League, Boone 

St. Paul’s Luther League, Hardin 

Lutheran Chapel Luther League, East Gastonia 

Emmanuel Luther League, High Point 

St. Martin’s Luther League, Maiden 

Mt. Olive Luther League, Hickory 

Lutheran Chapel Luther League, China Grove 

Northern District Luther League 

Amelia Dumas 

Mary Louise Miller 

Mary M. Williamson 

Thelma Bolick 

Jean Ann Rhyne 

Mary Lee Leonard 

Ruth Clemmer 

Mrs. J. G. Carrier 

Mary Patterson 

Elizabeth Simpson Edna Conrad 

Annis Sifford Fred Wagoner 

E. W. Ridenhour, Jr. Lucy Chapple 

Newell Black Hubert Anderson 

Nolan Mullis Keith Shealy 

Robert Southard George Lyerly 

Harry Wagner Mary L. Setzer 

Robert Shufelt Charlotte Fisher 

James Wise Elizabeth Ratchford 

Fred Bost Rosa Lynch 

Pauline Barnhardt Leonard Hoffman 

Mabel Crouse Annie Lee Rudisill 

Hilda Andrews Dorothy Seagle 


Ruth Overcash 

Margaret Winccoff 
Hugh Beaver 

Harry B. Fesperman 
Mamie Efird 

Doris Beck 

Mrs. Olin G. Swicegood 
Rey. Olin G. Swicegocd 
Mrs. Dorothy Lear 


Ministerium, total 118 

St. Stephen’s Luther League, Allentown 

William Hagar 

Harry Hodges 

Ann Langrel, by West Section, Philadelphia Conference 
Luther League 

Phoebe Arnold 

St. Michael’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, by Allentown 
Conference Luther League 

Geraldine Zultzbaugh 

Rev. Harvey T. Sell, by St. John’s Luther League, Mickleys 

Dr. Preston A. Laury, Memorialized by St. Matthew’s 
Luther League, Bethlehem 

Helen McCandles 

North Section, Philadelphia Conference Luther League 

Philadelphia Conference Luther League 

Pvt. Lamar Purnell, by Ascension Luther League, Quakake 

Zion Luther League, Tamauqua 

Betty Zinser 

Sue Taliga 


Pittsburgh, total 16 


Pic. Arthur Jacobs, by Holy Trinity Luther League, Jeanette 
Cpl. James Kemerer 


Cpl. Kenneth Ruoff 
Tech. Sgt. Russell Ruoff 
Pyt. Gerald Stough 
Pfc. Samuel Ubhrin 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN, total 2 


Ruth Stuver 


SOUTH CAROLINA, total 43 


Ethel Hockemeyer 

Elbert Aull 

James E. Kinard 

Frank Kinard 

Bennett Goodman 

Pvt. Robert R. George 
Sgt. Earl D. Hewlette 
Oscar H. Berg, Jr., EM 3/c 
Ensign Edward D. Hart 
$1/C William M. Hart 
Pvt. J. D. Metts 

Pvt. Herbert Biser 

Ist Lt. Leonard H. Metz 
Lt. Chas. C. Fellers 
A.C.S. Kenneth I. Metz 


TEXAS, total 4 


VIRGINIA, total 17 
Holy Trinity Luther League, Lynchburg 


Rev. Carl A. Honeycutt 


Pauline Fink 
Margaret Benzer 
Jean H. Comstock 
Dorothy Schilling 


Pfc. Paul McCarley 

Lt. J. E. Hipp 

Sgt. Otis Wessinger 

E. B. Wingard, EM 1/c 
Pyt. Norman Z. Sease 
A/C Walton D. Carroll 
Cpl Re a Banard, ie 
Pyt. Paul Baker 

Cpl. Fred H. Sease 
Sgt. Raymond B. Wingard 
Pvt. Howard Wingard 
Pvt. Bernard Shealy 
Pvt. Wm. A. Wingard 
Pyt. L. E. Shealy 


Reformation Luther League, Greeneville 


Christ Luther League, Staunton 

Grace Luther League, Waynesboro 

St. Peter’s Luther League, Toms Brook 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Rural Retreat 
Mt. Tabor Luther League, Staunton 
Salem Luther League, Mt. Sidney 
Marion Conference Luther League 
Evelyn Wise 

W. Clarence Harr 

Bobby Castor 

Madalyn Griffith 

Bernice Griffith 

Margie Fox 

Ethel Miller 


WEST VIRGINIA 


WISCONSIN, total 3 
MANITOBA, total 2 


In Memoriam 
MCemorialized in Sustaining ACembership Fund 


Mrs. H. J. Lamack 
Memorialized by St. Peter’s Luther League, Heidelberg, Ont. 
Robert William Berry 
Memorialized by St. John’s Luther League, Waterloo, Ont. 
Z hn’s Luther League, Abbottstown Captain William Louis Dixon, Jr. 
ue the Series, ae Zion Luther League, Glen Rock Memorialized by St. Mark’s Luther League, Charlotte, N. C. 
i i i Zi Luther League, Glen Rock Mr. William Feindt ; 
ae pane Ate ace ee 5 Memorialized by St. Lucas’ Luther League, Toledo, Ohio 


Pfc. Marvin R. Shirley Dr. Paul Machetzki 


OHIO, total 16 
Mrs. John Warnes, By Auburn Luther League, Springfield 
Boys in the Service, by Auburn Luther League, Springfield 
Howard Wagenhals, by Trinity Luther League, Canton 
Donald Gillhouse, by Olivet Luther League, Toledo 
Herman Nieman 
Leslie Barkeimer 
Mary Hansen 
Ethel Deikert 
Kathleen Zerbe 
Mr. Will Feindt, Memorialized by St. Lucas’ Luther League, 
Toledo 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Central Penna., total 121 
Zion Luther League, Harrisburg 
Dr. Paul Machetzki, Memorialized by Intermediate Group, 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Spring Grove 
Edna Baer 
Mrs. Earl Brubaker 
Ethel Walker 
Elizabeth Coleman 
Katherine Meyers 
Violet Oldham 
Sgt. Clyde Newkirk 


William Lau 

Lt. Howard Elridge 
Lt. Edward Essig 
John Crompton 
Chas. Smith 


JULY-AUGUST, 1943 


Memorialized by Intermediate Group, St. Paul’s Luther League, 
Spring Grove, Penna. 


Dr. Preston A. Laury 


Memorialized by St. Matthew’s Luther League, 
Bethlehem, Penna. 
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NEWS! NEWS! NEWS! 


(Continued from Page 8) 


President Gar. Raymond announced that the Rochester Con- 
vention scheduled for July has been postponed. No definite reason 
for the postponement has been given, but it can be assumed that 
war restrictions have been responsible. 

An “Efficiency Standard’ to be used in all the districts was 
adopted. The program contains seventeen points and is printed 
elsewhere on these pages. 

Reports by Departmental Secretaries and District Presidents 
indicated that the Luther League Program is being actively pro- 
moted throughout the Synod. 

Over 300 Leaguers are now reported in the service of the 
country. By arrangement with the Canada Synod the War Services 
Committee will extend its work to include all Lutherans, not 
Leaguers only. A new supply of ‘Canadian Lutheran Youth In 
War Service” stationery has been printed. 

Since the Eastern District has not been active lately, the presi- 
dent was authorized to make a visit to the east in an effort to 
reorganize the work. A series of rallies in all the districts is also 
being planned for the fall. 

Miss Irene Spiegelberg, Waterloo, was appointed correspond- 
ing secretary to succeed Mrs. Robert Simpson. 

Two marriages are pending in the ranks of the executive— 
Helen VanDeventer and Ilse Mosig. Congratulations and _ best 
wishes ! 


17-Point Efficiency Standard 


Regular League Work 
1. A net increase of ten percent during the year of members 
in good standing. 
2. An average attendance of 75% at the devotional meetings. 
3. Reports sent on time to the Statistical and Publicity Sec- 
retaries, and letters from officers answered promptly. 
4. Fifty percent of members attending the district convention. 
5. Full quota of delegates from the League attending the 
Synodical Convention. 

6. A joint meeting during the year with: 
(a) Confirmation Class or Intermediate League, 
(b) Another League in the District. 


7. Dues paid not later than June 30. 
8. The League subscribing to the Sustaining Membership 
Fund. 


Education 

9. Daily Bible Reading by all members. 

10. Fifty percent of the homes represented in the Leauge re- 
ceiving the Luther League Review, The Canada Lutheran 
or The Lutheran. 

11. The League observing Luther League Day. 

12. 75% of the League reading at least one book of the 
Reading Course. 

Missions 

13. The League studying three Missionary Topics a year. 

14. The League observing Missionary Day. 

15. The League making a contribution to the Luther League 
Missionary Project. ; 

Life Service 

16. The League observing Life Service Day. 

17. All Leaguers rendering some personal service in the Church. 
Gold Star, 17 Points; Blue Star, 16-14 Points; 

White Star, 13-11 Points 


Kitchener District Spring Rally 


Approximately 170 Leaguers of the Kitchener District attended 
the Spring Rally at St. Peter’s, Kitchener, on May 9th. The presi- 
dent, Miss May Cater, conducted the service. The theme, “Ever, 
Only, All For Thee,” stressed the Life Service phase of Luther 
League work. 

Mr. Alfred Kennard, speaking on the theme, said, “Ever, only, 
all for Thee is more of an exception than a rule and many of us 
seem to follow the thought ‘ever, only, all for me’. To rid our- 
selves of this selfishness we must free ourselves from trying to 
obtain gains, popularity and publicity and rather think of getting 
right with God. There is a vast service to be done for Him. Na- 
tions need Him, industry needs Him, anxious soldiers, airmen and 
sailors need Him, people of every walk of life need Him. We 
should get busy while our bodies are young and our minds are 
bright and clear. Responsibilities seem to rest on the shoulders of 
a few and the rest of the members are just dead timber or bottle- 
necks. Each person should say to himself or herself, ‘I will serve 
unselfishly and unstintingly, I will earnestly seek where I can be 
most effective and of the greatest use and then follow under His 
leadership, wherever it may take me, cost what it may’.”’ 

Rev. Oscar Carlson, Director of Evangelism of the U. L. C. A,, 
spoke briefly on the question, ‘“‘What Does Christ Mean To Me?” 
He said: “I think the best explanation of this is given in the 
second article of the Creed in Luther’s Catechism. What Christ 
means to us is exemplified in being His, living under Him in His 


Thirty-two 


Kingdom, and serving Him. We should broadcast our lives on 
the same wavelength as Jesus Christ.” 

In keeping with Life Service, Elsie Mueller, Linwood, gave 
a short talk, “Why I am a Sunday School Teacher” and Walter 
Hachborn, “Why I Sing in the Choir.” The Choral Union sang 
“The Lost Chord” and Olga Montay and Cora Decher a duet, 
“The Good Shepherd.” 
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“YOUNG PEOPLE’S TOPICS 
(Cortinued from Page 29) 


Respect for Others 

All the activities mentioned above may be right at 
the proper time and place, and yet not be right in this 
respect. It is Paul’s idea of the “weaker brother”: if my 
eating meat offend my brother, I will not eat meat. We 
said that a Christian’s first duty is to help others. So 
if God and our conscience convince us that a certain 
activity is morally right, we may still have to refrain 
from it because someone in our company may be of- 
fended. If a cigarette or sociable drink or a card game 
or the Sunday paper offend a friend’s moral conscience, 
it is our duty, for his sake, to forget them then and 
there, no matter how right they may be in themselves. 
So if we are entertaining friends at home, it is our duty 
to avoid excess hilarity for our neighbor’s sake, even 
though the same activity may be absolutely harmless 
out on the farm. It is often considered only common de- 
cency to do so, and yet it is fundamental to our concep- 
tion of Christian popularity. 

This fact is certain: it is not easy for any one to 
become popular without conscientious effort. No six- 
weeks’ personality course or correspondence school will 
suffice. It requires a lifetime to develop and refine those 
principles and attitudes of selflessness rather than self 
that are necessary for genuine Christian popularity. 
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“Sometimes I seem to have lost the source of Power 
The power-line seems to have been severed. At such 
times, I need to be reminded that God’s arm is not 
shortened. He can reach me anywhere, anytime. After 
all, it is not my strength that makes me strong. He is 
my strength.” 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 


AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send for Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 

Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. 


Baltimore, Md. 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


“was graduated from Wittenberg College.” 

These simple, but important words appearing in  bi- 
ographies and obituaries the world over give the key to the 
character of those 

WHO in their youth at Wittenberg learned how to 

fashion their genius to the needs of the age... 

WHO at Wittenberg learned how to be strengthened 

anvfaith in God <2. . 

WHO at Wittenberg found the way from selfishness, 

cynicism, ingratitude ... 

WHO at Wittenberg found encouragement for their 

ideals of human sympathy and service. 

Wittenberg is fully accredited by all agencies, ‘including 
The Association of American Universities and the Associa- 
tion of American University Women. 

For Catalog and View Book address 
President REES EDGAR TULLOSS, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 
Springfield, Ohio 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 
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69th Year 


RATES $475.00 to $520.00 
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LIBERAL ARTS 
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Hamma Divinity School 


(Founded 1845) 


An approved Seminary of the Church, offering a thorough 
course in all major branches of theology. 


Fully accredited by the Association of American 
Theological Schools. 


A strong faculty, a large library, cultural advantages, and 


opportunities for clinical experience. 
For catalogue or other information, address: 


DEAN E, E. FLACK or PRESIDENT R, E,. TULLOSS 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 
Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Owned and Controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medecine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 


Very reasonable expenses 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


MARION COLLEG 


A lutheran College For Young Women 


Accredited Junior College and last two years of High 
School in famous “blue. grass” region of Virginia 


BUSINESS EDUCATION 


i 
PRE-LIBRARY SECRETARIAL MERCHANDISING 
PRE-NURSING HOME ECONOMICS 
PRE-JOURNALISM MUSIC 

H PRE-SOCIAL WORK SPEECH 


Happy home and social life in atmosphere of Southern culture 


Catalogue and Viewbook 


HENRY FE. HORN, President 


BOX K, MARION, VIRGINIA 


—— Sy ee 


Complete Life Service Supplies 
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p OSeAViGe plilbd 
We have a complete line of beautiful Life Service Flags, in fine grade White Banner Satin 
and in Rayon Silk. For a State, Synodical, Conference or District League we recommend the 3’ x 5’ 
size. For Local Leagues we recommend the 21%4’x 4’ size. Each flag is complete with 12 Yellow, 
12 Blue and 12 Red Felt Crosses honoring members of the Luther League who have chosen the 


respective fields of full time service as indicated by the Life Service Department of The Luther 
League of America. The prices are postpaid and insured. 


BANNER SATIN RAYON SILK 
es 214’ x4! 3’ x5! 24! x4! 3’ x5! 
Flag Complete with 
A Service of Dedication, as Goldie aiee $21.00 $23.75 $18.50 $21.00 
prepared by the Life Service Fl bove but with Gold 
Department of The Luther Haneiny CordvenauTaevel 22.50 25.25 20.00 22.50 
League of America is given A . ance 
: : : ag as above but wi uther 
with each Life Service Flag. Leawuel(Blacee Rede White 
Blue and_ Gold) Hanging 24.00 26.75 21.50 24.00 


Cord and Tassel 
ADDITIONAL CROSSES, 45 CENTS PER DOZEN 


Ure SENVICE HONOR ROLL 


For Use in Local Congregation 
Size 12” by 18” 


Printed on heavy, white 100% Rag Ledger Paper 
in Black and Red 


PRICE 60 CENTS EACH POSTPAID 


We will supply above Honor Roll and print name 
of Church (one line) in space allotted for that 
purpose in Black Old English Type for 
$1.75—Shipment in three days 


life Service Flag Record Book 


A 4%" x7%”" Loose-leaf Record in Leather Binder 
with Gold Cross on Cover 
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LUTHER LEAGUERS 


Who have answered Christ’s Call 
to full time Christian Service 


Yellow Pages for Minister 
Blue Pages for Deaconess 
Pink Pages for Missionary or Parish Worker 


Index Guides for quick reference. Each sheet has spaces for 
complete record of individual whose cross appears 
on Life Service Flag 


bb hee ht tia llth 2 it dagliiill @ Binder, Indexes and 50 Minister, 25 Deaconess and 
25 Missionary-Parish Worker Sheets 


In Imitation Leather—$6.50 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


